
EPA targets California over poor air quality 


By ADAM BEAM and 
MICHAEL CASEY 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— The Trump administra¬ 
tion on Tuesday blamed 
California's worst-in-the na¬ 
tion air quality on shoddy 
paperwork, calling on the 
state to overhaul its plans 
for cleaning up toxic smog 
or risk losing billions in fed¬ 
eral road dollars. The gov¬ 
ernment's warning is the 
latest battle between the 
Trump administration and 
California. It comes days 
after the Trump adminis¬ 
tration moved to block 
the state's emission stand¬ 
ards for cars and trucks, a 
move that would eliminate 
California's most important 
weapon for combating its 
biggest source of pollution. 

Continued on Page 2 



In this April 22, 2014 file photo, drivers enter Sacramento on Highway 50 to come to a near stand still as traffic backs up in West 
Sacramento, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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EPA targets California over poor air quality 



Environmental Protection Agency administrator Andrew Wheeler speaks during a television 
interview in front of the West Wing of the White House, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

Tuesday's announcement 
by U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency Admin¬ 
istrator Andrew Wheeler 
chastised California for its 
backlog of pending rules 
and regulations to reduce 
pollution in areas that do 
not meet federal air quality 
standards. 

But Wheeler's letter to the 
California Air Resources 
Board puzzled state regula¬ 
tors and even former EPA 
officials who say the back¬ 
log exists because the fed¬ 
eral government has not 
approved the plans. 

"It makes no sense," said 
Gay MacGregor, a former 
senior policy adviser for the 
EPA Office of Transporta¬ 
tion and Air Quality from 
1983 until 2016. "What they 
are doing today is basical¬ 


ly punishing California for 
EPA's own inaction." 

The federal government 
sets rules for how much 
pollution can be in the air. 
Lots of places in the coun¬ 
try don't meet those stand¬ 
ards. But no state has more 
problems than California, 
where 85% of the popula¬ 
tion — 34 million people — 
breathe dirty air. 

Federal law requires states 
with dirty air to come up 
with a plan on how to re¬ 
duce pollution. Those plans 
must be approved by the 
EPA. The federal agency 
has a backlog of these 
plans awaiting approval, 
and California accounts 
for more than 130 of them, 
or about one-third of the 
total. Wheeler blamed 
California for the backlog 
on Tuesday, saying most 
of the plans are "inactive" 


and have "fundamental 
issues related to approv- 
ability." He asked the state 
to withdraw the plans and 
come up with new ones. If 
they don't, the government 
would punish the state by 
withholding federal road 
dollars. But that punish¬ 
ment involves a process 
that could take up to 18 
months. 

"California has failed to car¬ 
ry out its most basic respon¬ 
sibilities under the Clean Air 
Act, and as a result, millions 
of Californians live in areas 
that do not meet our na¬ 
tion's air quality standards," 
Wheeler said in a news re¬ 
lease. "EPA stands ready 
to work with California to 
meet the Trump Administra¬ 
tion's goal of clean, healthy 
air for all Americans, and 
we hope the state will work 
with us in good faith." 
Wheeler’s announcement, 
detailed in a letter sent 
to California regulators, 
"contains multiple inaccu¬ 
racies, omissions and mis¬ 
statements," according to 
Richard Corey, executive 
officer of the California Air 
Resources Board. 


The letter lists six Califor¬ 
nia plans it says are not in 
compliance. It includes 
one for Ventura County 
for the 1997 federal ozone 
standards. But Ventura 
County already meets the 
1997 standards, so a state 
plan is not required, said Ali 
Ghasemi, division manager 
for the Ventura County Air 
Quality Pollution Control 
District. 

The letter also chastis¬ 
es Southern California's 
Coachella Valley for an in¬ 
adequate plan addressing 
the 2008 ozone standard. 
"That's news to us," said 
Philip Fine, deputy execu¬ 
tive officer for Planning and 
Rules at the South Coast Air 
Quality Management Dis¬ 
trict. "We work very closely 
with the (EPA) to make sure 
everything we submit is ap- 
provable and staff there 
told us there were no issues 
with it. We were expecting 
approval." 

Much of California's smog 
problem comes from its 
35 million registered cars 
and trucks, the most of any 
state. But the problem is 
also compounded in South¬ 


ern California, home to two 
of the world's largest ports 
where much of the coun¬ 
try's freight passes through 
and is carried away on die¬ 
sel trucks and trains. 

Only the federal govern¬ 
ment can regulate emis¬ 
sions from trains, planes, 
ships and heavy-duty 
trucks, according to Co¬ 
rey, the executive officer of 
the California Air Resources 
Board. "California and oth¬ 
er states had to go to court, 
repeatedly, to get the EPA 
to implement the strict 
smog standards it claims to 
be worried about," he said. 
The EPA says it plans to is¬ 
sue $40 million in grants 
to help areas around the 
country meet federal air 
quality standards, includ¬ 
ing several communities in 
California. Separately Tues¬ 
day, California sued the 
EPA over the federal agen¬ 
cy's March determination 
that salt ponds in the San 
Francisco Bay Area are not 
"waters of the United States" 
that are protected under 
the Clean Water Act. That 
reverses a 2016 decision by 
a regional EPA office.Q 
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ACLU: Alaska police agency failed to protect Native women 



In this Jan. 14,2019 photo, Clarice "Bun" Hardy, who is of Inupiaq 
heritage, stands on the beach with her dog, Marley, in the Native 
Village of Shaktoolik, Alaska. 


By The Associated Press 
NOME, Alaska (AP) — The 

American Civil Liberties 
Union on Tuesday accused 
police in this small Alaska 
city of "a systemic and di¬ 
sastrous failure" to keep 
Native women safe from 
sexual assault. 

ACLU's Alaska branch 
made that charge in a 
letter demanding the city 
pay $500,000 to a former 
911 dispatcher who says 
her colleagues at the po¬ 
lice department failed to 
investigate her report that 
a man raped her in her 
home. The letter said Cla¬ 
rice Hardy, who is of Inu¬ 
piaq heritage, was unable 
to continue working there, 
and suffered nightmares, 
flashbacks and panic at¬ 
tacks. 

The ACLU's action comes 
12 days after an AP inves¬ 
tigation into complaints by 
Alaska Native women from 
Nome and surrounding vil¬ 
lages that their reports of 
sexual assault were not 
investigated aggressively 
by the city's police. Nome 
police data show that from 


Associated Press 

2008 through 2017, 8% of 
calls about sexual assaults 
against adults resulted in 
arrests with charges filed. 

In a written statement, 
Nome's interim city man¬ 
ager, John Handeland, de¬ 
clined to respond to ques¬ 
tions about the ACLU’s let¬ 
ter. "The city's efforts to im¬ 
prove community policing, 
and sexual assault investi¬ 
gations in particular, have 
been well publicized," he 
wrote. 

After a group of Alaska Na¬ 
tive women began publicly 
raising complaints about 
Nome's police last year, the 
city of fewer than 4,000 resi¬ 
dents hired a new police 
chief, launched an audit 
of hundreds of old sexual 
assault cases and created 
a civilian police oversight 
committee. 

While the ACLU said it was 
writing the letter on behalf 
of Hardy, it said it is "pre¬ 
pared to seek justice" for 
other women who had 
similar experiences with the 
police department. 

"Dozens of other Alaska 
Native women have com¬ 


plained of sexual assaults 
to the Nome police, only 
to have their concerns dis¬ 
missed or allowed to lan¬ 
guish without investigation," 
the ACLU's letter charges. 
"It has become evident in 
recent months that a sys¬ 


temic, decades-long in¬ 
difference to the safety of 
Alaska Native women in 
Nome has led to the de¬ 
privation of their rights to 
equal protection under the 
Constitutions of the United 
States and Alaska." 


Stephen Koteff, the ACLU's 
legal director in Alaska, 
told the AP he couldn't 
comment on whether oth¬ 
er women have contact¬ 
ed the organization with 
potential claims involving 
Nome policeO 
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Pelosi orders impeachment probe: ‘No one is above the law’ 



House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., reads a statement announcing a formal impeachment 
inquiry into President Donald Trump, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By LISA MASCARO, MARY 
CLARE JALONICK and MI¬ 
CHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Speaker Nancy Pe¬ 
losi launched a formal im¬ 
peachment inquiry against 
President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday, yielding to mount¬ 
ing pressure from fellow 
Democrats and plunging a 
deeply divided nation into 
an election year clash be¬ 
tween Congress and the 
commander in chief. 

The probe focuses partly 
on whether Trump abused 
his presidential powers and 
sought help from a foreign 
government to undermine 
Democratic foe Joe Biden 
and help his own reelec¬ 
tion. Pelosi said such ac¬ 
tions would mark a “be¬ 
trayal of his oath of office” 
and declared: “No one is 
above the law.” 

The impeachment inquiry, 
after months of investiga¬ 
tions by House Democrats 
of the Trump administration, 
sets up the party’s most di¬ 
rect and consequential 
confrontation with the pres¬ 
ident, injects deep uncer¬ 
tainty into the 2020 election 
campaign and tests anew 
the nation's constitutional 
system of checks and bal¬ 
ances. 

Trump, who thrives on com¬ 
bat, has all but dared Dem¬ 
ocrats to take this step, 
confident that the specter 
of impeachment led by the 
opposition party will bolster 
rather than diminish his po¬ 
litical support. 

Meeting with world leaders 
at the United Nations, he 
previewed his defense in 
an all-caps tweet: “PRESI¬ 
DENTIAL HARRASSMENT!” 
Pelosi’s brief statement, de¬ 
livered without dramatic 
flourish but in the frame¬ 
work of a constitutional 
crisis, capped a frenetic 
week-long stretch on Capi¬ 
tol Hill as details of a clas¬ 


sified whistleblower com¬ 
plaint about Trump burst 
into the open and momen¬ 
tum shifted toward an im¬ 
peachment probe. 

For months, the Democrat¬ 
ic leader has tried calming 
the push for impeachment, 
saying the House must in¬ 
vestigate the facts and let 
the public decide. The new 
drive was led by a group 
of moderate Democratic 
lawmakers from political 
swing districts , many of 
them with national security 
backgrounds and serving 
in Congress for the first time. 
The freshmen, who largely 
represent districts previ¬ 
ously held by Republicans 
where Trump is popular, risk 
their own re-elections but 
say they could no longer 
stand idle. Amplifying their 
call were longtime leaders, 
including Rep. John Lewis 
of Georgia, the civil rights 
icon often considered the 
conscience of House Dem¬ 
ocrats. 

“Now is the time to act,” 
said Lewis, in an address to 
the House. “To delay or to 
do otherwise would betray 


the foundation of our de¬ 
mocracy.” 

At issue are Trump’s actions 
with Ukraine. In a summer 
phone call with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel¬ 
enskiy , he is said to have 
asked for help investigating 
former Vice President Biden 
and his son Hunter. In the 
days before the call. Trump 
ordered advisers to freeze 
$400 million in military aid 
for Ukraine — prompting 
speculation that he was 
holding out the money as 
leverage for information on 
the Bidens. 

Trump has denied that 
charge, but acknowl¬ 
edged he blocked the 
funds, later released. 

The Trump-Ukraine phone 
call is part of the whis¬ 
tleblower's complaint, 
though the administration 
has blocked Congress from 
getting other details of the 
report, citing presidential 
privilege. Trump has au¬ 
thorized the release of a 
transcript of the call, which 
is to be made public on 
Wednesday. 

“You will see it was a very 


friendly and totally appro¬ 
priate call,” Trump said. 
Trump has sought to impli¬ 
cate Biden and his son in 
the kind of corruption that 
has long plagued Ukraine. 
Hunter Biden served on 
the board of a Ukrainian 
gas company at the same 
time his father was leading 
the Obama administra¬ 
tion's diplomatic dealings 
with Kyiv. Though the tim¬ 
ing raised concerns among 
anti-corruption advocates, 
there has been no evi¬ 
dence of wrongdoing by 
either the former vice presi¬ 
dent or his son. 

While the possibility of im¬ 
peachment has hung over 
Trump for many months, 
the likelihood of a probe 
had faded after special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 
Trump-Russia investigation 
ended without a clear di¬ 
rective for lawmakers. 

Since then, the House com¬ 
mittees have revisited as¬ 
pects of the Mueller probe 
while also launching new 
inquiries into Trump's busi¬ 
nesses and various admin¬ 
istration scandals that all 


seemed likely to drag on 
for months. 

But details of Trump’s deal¬ 
ings with Ukraine prompted 
Democrats to quickly shift 
course. By the time Pelosi 
addressed the nation on 
Tuesday, about two-thirds 
of House Democrats had 
announced moving toward 
impeachment probes. 

The burden will likely now 
shift to Democrats to make 
the case to a scandal- 
weary public. In a highly 
polarized Congress, an im¬ 
peachment inquiry could 
simply showcase how 
clearly two sides can dis¬ 
agree when shown the 
same evidence rather than 
approach consensus. 
Building toward this mo¬ 
ment, the president has re¬ 
peatedly been stonewall¬ 
ing requests for documents 
and witness interviews in 
the variety of ongoing in¬ 
vestigations. 

After Pelosi’s Tuesday an¬ 
nouncement, the president 
and his campaign team 
quickly released a series 
of tweets attacking Demo¬ 
crats, including a video of 
presidential critics like the 
speaker and Rep. Ilhan 
Omar discussing impeach¬ 
ment. It concluded: “While 
Democrats ‘Sole Focus’ is 
fighting Trump, President 
Trump is fighting for you.” 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said Pe¬ 
losi’s well-known “efforts 
to restrain her far-left con¬ 
ference have finally crum¬ 
bled.” 

Pelosi has for months re¬ 
sisted calls for impeach¬ 
ment from her restive cau¬ 
cus, warning that it would 
backfire against the party 
unless there was a ground- 
swell of public support. 
That groundswell hasn’t 
occurred, but some of the 
more centrist lawmakers 
are facing new pressure 
back home for not having 
acted on impeachment.O 
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APNewsBreak: California halts prison gang peacemaking effort 


ranging from small fights to groups," Spillane said. Central Valley agricultural 

full-scale riots, according to Early attempts by prison heartland, the most recent 
data prepared for the AP officials involved a few one involving 182 inmates. 



In this Jan. 14,2009 file photo inmates use the recreation yard at Corcoran State Prison in Corcoran, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


By DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— California prison offi¬ 
cials have halted an effort 
aimed at forcing warring 
prison gangs to get along 
with each other after the 
inmates wound up brawl¬ 
ing and even rioting when 
placed together in prison 
recreation yards, officials 
told The Associated Press. 
The effort started a year 
ago with officials gradually 
allowing prisoners from dif¬ 
ferent gangs into exercise 
yards to try to get them 
to make peace. This per¬ 
mitted officials to reduce 
harsh restrictions that kept 
gang members locked up 
in cells for lengthy periods 
without access to rehabili¬ 
tation programs that could 
allow them to shorten their 
sentences. 

But the greater liberty gen¬ 
erated the same result at 
several state prisons: Gang 
members brawled in what 
critics labeled "gladiator 
fights" that they allege pris¬ 
on officials deliberately set 
up to get the inmates to 
fight. 

The brawls led officials to 
stop the practice of trying 
to get the gang inmates 
to interact with each other 
in the prisons, Shaun Spill¬ 
ane, a spokesman for the 
corrections department's 
inspector general, told the 
AP in an interview. 

Prison officials "are kind of 
at the point where they re¬ 
alize this isn't working. Rath¬ 
er than getting the same 
result, they're putting their 
heads together and trying 
to come up with a new ap¬ 
proach," Spillane said. 

The program is on hold so 
officials "can explore op¬ 
tions to find a resolution 
to this and safely house 
these individuals," said Terry 
Thornton, spokeswoman 
for the corrections depart¬ 
ment. 

She denied that officials set 
up inmates up to fight. 

"I don't know why they fight. 
We just expect our people 
to engage in positive be¬ 
havior, engage in positive 
programs," she said. 

At the heart of the problem 
is the Fresno Bulldogs prison 
gang that has participated 
in 32 battles with other pris¬ 
on gangs over the last year, 


by the inspector general's 
office. 

The Fresno Bulldogs, a street 
gang with more than 6,000 
loosely affiliated members 
in the city of Fresno, en¬ 
gages in human trafficking, 
drug drug dealing, robbery 
and other crimes, said Lt. 
Steve Card of the Fresno 
police gang task force. 
They took the name and 
mascot of California State 
University, Fresno, and wear 
the college's trademark 
red clothing. Members are 
loosely affiliated on the 
streets but their member¬ 
ship solidifies in prison. Card 
said. 

"In the prison system the 
Bulldogs do not get along 
with anybody," he said. 
California prison officials 
tried 45 times to put gang 
members in the same yards 
with other inmates, with 
violence erupting 27 times, 
the data from the inspector 
general's office showed. 
The inmates also rioted 
three times last fall before 
prison officials began trying 
to get them to co-exist. 
"Every threat group is hav¬ 
ing issues with the Bulldogs, 
or vice versa. These are all 
Bulldogs vs. other threat 


inmates each from the 
Bulldogs and competing 
gangs, but the fights re¬ 
cently escalated into full- 
scale riots. 

The most recent brawl hap¬ 
pened Aug. 14 at the Cor¬ 
rectional Training Facility in 
Soledad, south of San Fran¬ 
cisco, when 200 inmates 
rioted. 

Eight inmates were treat¬ 
ed at outside hospitals for 
puncture wounds, cuts 
and bruises and 50 inmates 
were treated by prison 
medical staff for what of¬ 
ficials described as minor 
injuries. 

"That was part of their ef¬ 
forts to see if the two gangs 
could co-exist," Spillane 
said. 

Officials were forced to fire 
nine warning shots to break 
up the fight and they also 
used pepper spray and 
other non-lethal weapons. 
Members of one of the 
two gangs refused to obey 
orders to lie down on the 
ground until guards from 
other housing units at the 
prison and another prison 
arrived. 

In July, there were two riots 
in July at Pleasant Valley 
State Prison in California's 


Three inmates were treat¬ 
ed at outside hospitals for 
puncture wounds after 
guards using pepper spray 
broke it up. 

Prisoner advocate Rich¬ 
ard Edmond-Vargas, who 
co-founded the criminal 
justice reform group Initi¬ 
ate Justice three years ago 
while serving prison time for 
robbery, blamed correc¬ 
tions officials for putting the 
gangs in situations where 
brawls were inevitable. 
"They actively put folks in 
this situation where they 
would have to fight and 
they know the culture of 
prison is that you have to 
fight," Edmond-Vargas 
said. 

But he said the change 
in tactics from a previous 
policy in which rival gang 
members were kept sepa¬ 
rate is disrupting prison 
life and affecting those 
caught up in the violence 
against their will or who 
can't participate in rehabil¬ 
itation programs that could 
shorten their sentences. 
"The fact of the matter is 
they do have a conflict 
on their hands," Edmond- 
Vargas said. "What's that 
mean, they're going to 


keep half the prison popu¬ 
lation on lockdown forev¬ 
er?" 

Problems began a year 
ago at Corcoran State 
Prison in the Central Valley 
when prison officials tried to 
introduce five members of 
the Bulldogs and six mem¬ 
bers of another gang to 
one another in a prison rec¬ 
reation yard. They immedi¬ 
ately began fighting. 
"Bulldogs basically have 
an attack-on-sight ethos," 
said prisoner rights attor¬ 
ney Charles Carbone, who 
is representing an inmate 
injured in a Nov. 30, 2018 
brawl at Pleasant Valley 
State Prison. 

Officials tried to force 
"peace talks" between five 
Bulldogs and five members 
of another gang, sepa¬ 
rating them with a fence 
but without keeping them 
handcuffed, Carbone said. 
"When the talks immediate¬ 
ly fell apart, inmates started 
attacking each other" after 
they were allowed back 
through the fence and 
ordered to return to their 
cells, he said. 

Carbone said his client, 
an alleged member of the 
Surenos gang, was hit in 
the head as guards broke 
up the brawl and suffered 
facial injuries that left him 
with permanently impaired 
vision and cognitive issues. 
"He's having problems with 
thinking clearly and memo¬ 
ry and those sorts of things," 
Carbone said of his client, 
serving a 10-year sentence 
for robbery. "The judge 
never sentenced them to 
permanent injuries and ir¬ 
reparable harm." 

Officials have tried inter¬ 
mittently ever since to in¬ 
tegrate the gangs and 
invited the inspector gen¬ 
eral's staff to observe most 
attempts since April. 

They had some success re¬ 
introducing smaller groups, 
Spillane said, including sev¬ 
eral uneventful attempts at 
the prison in Soledad in the 
weeks before the August 
riot. 

Spillane said the inspector 
general's office has field¬ 
ed numerous complaints, 
including from state law¬ 
makers who represent the 
problem prisons, and plans 
to issue a report in coming 
months. □ 
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Trump administration to triple democracy aid to Venezuela 



In this Sept. 3,2019, file photo, Venezuela’s opposition leader and self-proclaimed interim President 
of Venezuela, Juan Guaido, speaks to the press at the administrative headquarters of the National 
Assembly in Caracas, Venezuela. 


By JOSHUA GOODMAN 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Trump administration is 
more than tripling U.S. sup¬ 
port for pro-democracy 
work in Venezuela and for 
the first time directly fund¬ 
ing opposition leader Juan 
Guaido as he attempts to 
set up a government to ri¬ 
val the socialist administra¬ 
tion of Nicolas Maduro. 

The $52 million in new aid 
was announced Tuesday 
by Mark Green, the admin¬ 
istrator of the U.S. Agency 
for International Develop¬ 
ment, following a meeting 
in New York with Guaido's 
envoy Carlos Vecchio, 
whom the Trump adminis¬ 
tration recognizes as Ven¬ 
ezuela’s ambassador in 
Washington. 

The funding was mostly 
repurposed from aid origi¬ 
nally earmarked for Hon¬ 
duras and Guatemala that 
President Donald Trump 
cut last year after accus¬ 
ing the Central American 
countries of failing to stem 
the flow of migrants to the 
U.S. 

The funding boost shows 
the level of U.S. support for 
Guaido, who has drawn 


recognition as Venezue¬ 
la's rightful leader by more 
than 50 nations. But he has 
been unable to translate 
the international support 
and popularity at home 
into real power capable 
of helping regular Venezu¬ 
elans suffering from hyper¬ 
inflation and an economic 
collapse akin to the de¬ 
struction wrought by war. 


A senior Trump administra¬ 
tion official said fhe new 
U.S. aid package seeks fo 
address fhaf deficit, provid¬ 
ing about $19 million to pay 
for secure communication 
devices, travel stipends 
and training in budget 
planning and other tools to 
effectively govern should 
they manage to force 
Maduro from power. 


Associated Press 

The U.S. official spoke on 
the condition of anonym¬ 
ity because he is not au¬ 
thorized to publicly discuss 
details of the aid package. 
Guaido’s team said in a 
statement that it would 
not administer the money 
directly or give it to any in¬ 
stitution or political party. It 
said it hoped to work with 
the U.S. in the coming days 
to decide how the funds 
would be spent and leave 
it to the American authori¬ 
ties to distribute the funds 
and audit their use. 

The decision aimed at 
boosting transparency 
comes after a string of ac¬ 
cusations earlier this year 
that Venezuelan opposi¬ 
tion groups mismanaged 
humanitarian aid for mi¬ 
grants in Colombia. 

The Trump administration 
had budgeted $9 million 
during the 2017 fiscal year 
and $15 million in 2018 to 
promote free press, the 
monitoring of human rights 
abuses and anti-corruption 
initiatives — work by civil 
society groups that will be 
greatly expanded by the 
additional funding. 

A U.S.-backed uprising in 
April by a cadre of secu¬ 
rity forces failed to break 
the armed forces’ loyalty 
to Maduro. The embattled 
socialist in recent days has 
gone on the offensive, an¬ 
nouncing a deal with a 
small group of minority op¬ 
position parties to reshape 
the nation’s electoral 


council and other reforms 
after talks with Guaido 
sponsored by Norway 
broke down. 

Trump, speaking at the Unit¬ 
ed Nations on Tuesday, de¬ 
livered a sharp warning to 
Venezuela, declaring that 
he awaited the day “when 
Venezuela will be free 
and when liberty will pre¬ 
vail throughout this hemi¬ 
sphere.” He also called 
socialism “the wrecker of 
nations” and “destroyer of 
societies.” It came just a 
day after the United States 
and more than a dozen 
Latin American countries 
agreed to investigate and 
arrest associates and senior 
officials of Maduro’s gov¬ 
ernment who are suspect¬ 
ed of crimes such as drug 
trafficking, money launder¬ 
ing and financing terrorism. 
Venezuela’s opposition is 
relying heavily on the in¬ 
ternational community to 
force Maduro from power. 
In addition to the Trump 
administration funds for 
pro-democracy work, the 
Treasury Department also 
moved to block any U.S. 
assets controlled by four 
transport companies that 
it says keep delivering Ven¬ 
ezuela oil to Cuba, another 
act aimed at punishing 
those who support Madu¬ 
ro’s government. 

The funding announced 
Tuesday is in addition to 
hundreds of millions of dol¬ 
lars already committed 
by the U.S. to support the 
more than 4 million vulner¬ 
able Venezuelans who 
have fled the country’s 
crisis and migrated to Co¬ 
lombia, Peru, Ecuador and 
other nations throughout 
Latin America. 

The United Kingdom, 
meanwhile, announced a 
major boost in aid for Vene¬ 
zuela, responding to a U.N. 
call for donors to give $223 
million to support a human¬ 
itarian response this year. 
The U.K. pledged 30 million 
euros ($33 million) on top of 
the 14.5 million euros ($15.9 
million) it announced ear¬ 
lier this year. The funds will 
go to organizations deliver¬ 
ing medicine, vaccinations 
and clean water inside 
Venezuela and neighbor¬ 
ing countries hosting mil¬ 
lions of Venezuelans who 
have fled the crisis.Q 
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Deported Army veteran returns to U.S. in bid to become citizen 



By SOPHIA TAREEN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — An Army 
veteran who was deported 
to Mexico in 2018 arrived 
back in Chicago Tuesday 
for a final chance at be¬ 
coming a U.S. citizen and 
living in the city he has 
called home since boy¬ 
hood. 

Federal immigration au¬ 
thorities granted Miguel 
Perez Jr. a two-week pa¬ 
role into the U.S. for an 
immigration hearing, ac¬ 
cording to his attorney. 
The 41-year-old Perez has 
a green card as a perma¬ 
nent U.S. resident, but after 
serving time for a 2008 non¬ 
violent drug conviction was 
deported last year. Then 
last month, Illinois Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker issued a pardon , 
erasing the conviction and 
reviving Perez’s chances to 
become a citizen. 

“I'm speechless. I wish I 
could say a lot more but 
it’s just, I'm choked up,” a 
teary-eyed Perez said out¬ 
side a church, hours after 
landing in Chicago. “I’m so 
blessed to be here.” 

His immigration hearing 
was set for Wednesday, 
but it’s unknown when im¬ 
migration officials will de¬ 
cide the case. 

Officials with U.S. Citizen¬ 
ship and Immigration Ser¬ 
vices and U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection declined 
to comment, citing pri¬ 
vacy laws. Perez is among 
several deported military 
members who have been 
recently pardoned by 
Democratic governors. His 
case has received wide 
support, including from in¬ 
cluding from Sen. Tammy 
Duckworth of Illinois, a vet¬ 
eran who said Tuesday that 


Perez should never been 
deported in the first place. 
Perez was born in Mexico, 
but his family immigrated 
when he was a young 
child. His parents are natu¬ 
ralized U.S. citizens and his 
two children were born in 
the U.S. 

He joined the Army in 2002 
and served in Afghanistan 
where he suffered a brain 
injury and was diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

It was the disorder, which 
caused crippling anxiety, 
that led him to the drug 
charge, according to Ber- 
gin. Perez wasn’t able to 
immediately get medical 
care through a federal Vet¬ 
erans Administration hospi¬ 
tal, so he turned to drugs. 

In 2008, he was accused of 
giving cocaine to an un¬ 
dercover police officer. He 
pleaded guilty and spent 
seven years in prison and 
was then turned over to Im¬ 
migration and Customs En¬ 
forcement, who detained 
him for two years. Perez 
was deported last year af¬ 
ter failing to persuade a 
federal appeals court to 
block his removal. 

Perez said he faced “dan¬ 
gerous” conditions while 
living in Tijuana, Mexico, af¬ 
ter his deportation, but he 
didn’t want to talk about it. 
He also declined to discuss 
about how he was manag¬ 
ing PTSD, saying it was too 
personal. 

His doctor was among 
those who came to wel¬ 
come him home at the 
church. 

“Miguel was failed on mul¬ 
tiple occasions by our im¬ 
migration service, for sure, 
and our treatment service 
for veterans,” said Dr. Da¬ 


vid Ansell of Rush University 
Medical Center, who start¬ 
ed treating Perez while he 
was in ICE custody. “Peo¬ 
ple need treatment, not 
deportation.” 

Family members and 
friends from the church 
stood by Perez's side Tues¬ 
day, many of them offering 
warm hugs and prayers. 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 

A new U.S. Census Bureau 
report says the number of 
unmarried partners living 
together has tripled in the 
past two decades due 
to greater social accep¬ 
tance. 

The report released this 
week says the number 
went from nearly 6 million in 


His father, Miguel Angel 
Perez, said the military was 
an important part of their 
family, with a grandfather 
and uncle who served dur¬ 
ing wars. He said having his 
son back with him Chicago 
was priceless. 

“Now, I have a big heart,” 
he said in Spanish. 

Perez said the decision for 


1996 to 19.1 million in 2018. 
The report says unmarried 
partners are older, bet¬ 
ter educated, more likely 
to earn higher wages and 
more racially diverse than 
in the past. 

Benjamin Gurrentz, a bu¬ 
reau survey statistician, 
writes that the growth in 
unmarried cohabitation re¬ 
flects an increasing normal- 


Associated Press 

him to come to the U.S. 
happened so quickly that 
he was still dazed. He said 
he was most looking for¬ 
ward to seeing his children 
and eating some Chicago- 
style pizza and popcorn. 
“We'll see what happens," 
he said. “But I have faith in 
God that I am going to be 
able to stay home.’O 


ization. But it’s also viewed 
as an alternative to mar¬ 
riage for low-income and 
less educated people. 

As a group, unmarried 
partners are still small com¬ 
pared to married partners, 
who numbered 127 million 
in 2018. 

The report used data from 
the Current Population 
Survey.Q 


Unmarried partners in U.S. 
have tripled in 2 decades 
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Top UK court: Johnson's suspension of Parliament was illegal 



A person dressed as a caricature of British Prime Minister Boris Johnson in a prison uniform stands 
outside the Supreme Court in London, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019 after it made it's decision on the 
legality of Johnson's five-week suspension of Parliament. 

Associated Press 


By GREGORY KATZ 
MIKE CORDER 
JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — In a deci¬ 
sion that badly undermines 
Boris Johnson's authority, 
Britain's highest court ruled 
unanimously Tuesday that 
the prime minister broke 
the law by suspending 
Parliament in a way that 
squelched legitimate scru¬ 
tiny of his Brexit plan. 

The historic move by Brit¬ 
ain's Supreme Court of¬ 
fered a ringing endorse¬ 
ment of Parliament's sover¬ 
eignty and slapped down 
what it viewed as Johnson's 
attempt to use executive 
power to silence the legis¬ 
lature. 

House of Commons Speak¬ 
er John Bercow welcomed 
the decision, saying citizens 
are "entitled" to have Par¬ 
liament in session to review 
the government and enact 
laws. 

The ruling was not soft on 
the prime minister. The 
court said Johnson's sus¬ 
pension of Parliament 
never formally took effect, 
opening the door for Par¬ 
liament to resume its duties 
Wednesday morning as if 


nothing had happened. 

It also established that 
Johnson had involved 
Queen Elizabeth II — one 
of the most revered and re¬ 
spected figures in British life 
— by giving her improper 
advice when he sought her 
permission to shutter Parlia¬ 
ment for five weeks. 
Johnson said he objected 


to the ruling but will com¬ 
ply. 

"I have the upmost respect 
for our judiciary. I don't 
think this was the right deci¬ 
sion," Johnson said in New 
York, where he is attending 
the U.N. General Assembly. 
The suspension of Parlia¬ 
ment "has been used for 
centuries without this kind 


of challenge." 

The ruling could not have 
been clearer. Reading a 
unanimous decision by the 
11 highest judges in the 
land, Supreme Court Presi¬ 
dent Brenda Hale said the 
prime minister had acted 
illegally. 

"It is impossible for us to 
conclude, on the evi¬ 
dence which has been put 
before us, that there was 
any reason — let alone a 
good reason — to advise 
her majesty to prorogue 
Parliament for five weeks," 
she said. "We cannot spec¬ 
ulate, in the absence of fur¬ 
ther evidence, upon what 
such reasons might have 
been. It follows that the de¬ 
cision was unlawful." 

The suspension "had the 
effect of frustrating or pre¬ 
venting the ability of Parlia¬ 
ment to carry out its consti¬ 
tutional functions without 
reasonable justification," 
Hale said. 

The judges made clear that 
they were criticizing John¬ 
son, not the queen, who as 
a constitutional monarch 
was required to approve 
his request. 

The ruling forced a chas¬ 
tened Johnson to cut short 
his trip to New York to fly 
home overnight in time for 
Parliament's unexpected 
session, where he will un¬ 
doubtedly face a crescen¬ 
do of calls to resign after his 
judicial humiliation. 

The demands started on the 


courthouse steps moments 
after the verdict came in 
when Scottish National Par¬ 
ty lawmaker Joanna Cher¬ 
ry, one of the legislators 
who had brought the legal 
case against Johnson, said 
he must step down imme¬ 
diately. 

"His position is untenable, 
and he should have the 
guts for once to do the de¬ 
cent thing and resign," she 
said. 

The prime minister remains 
on a collision course with 
Parliament over his deter¬ 
mination to sever Britain 
from the European Union 
on Oct. 31 even if no di¬ 
vorce deal is reached. Par¬ 
liament has passed a law 
requiring him to seek an ex¬ 
tension if there is no deal, 
but Johnson says he will not 
do that under any circum¬ 
stances. 

He may be tempted to 
defy Parliament, but the 
Supreme Court ruling on 
the suspension suggests the 
courts will not look kindly on 
such a tactic. 

"I suspect we will be sum¬ 
moning the prime minister 
to Parliament to make a 
statement," he said. "We 
want to hear what legal 
advice he was acting on, 
why he ended up in court 
and being ruled in this quite 
extraordinary way." 

Labour Party leader Jer¬ 
emy Corbyn and other 
opposition leaders from a 
wide array of parties called 
for Johnson to step down. 
Johnson strode to power 
in late July after easily win¬ 
ning a Conservative Party 
leadership race to suc¬ 
ceed Theresa May. He 
boldly promised Britain 
would leave the European 
Union by the Oct. 31 dead¬ 
line and dominated the 
news in his first weeks at 10 
Downing Street while Par¬ 
liament was on its summer 
break. 

Since then, however, he 
has suffered a remarkable 
string of defeats. 

He lost six consecutive im¬ 
portant votes in Parliament, 
saw his working majority in 
Parliament evaporate, had 
his own brother step down 
from a government post 
in protest and even failed 
to get the legislature to 
back his call for a national 
election. □ 
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Zimbabwe's capital runs dry as taps cut off for 2M people 



Residents of Epworth wait to fetch water at a borehole in Harare, 
Tuesday, Sept, 24, 2019. 


By FARAI MUTSAKA 
Associated Press 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — 

Tempers flared on Tuesday 
as more than 2 million resi¬ 
dents of Zimbabwe's capi¬ 
tal and surrounding towns 
found themselves without 
water after authorities shut 
down the main treatment 
plant, raising new fears 
about disease after a chol¬ 
era outbreak while the 
economy crumbles even 
more. 

Officials in Harare have 
struggled to raise foreign 
currency to import wa¬ 
ter treatment chemicals; 
about $2.7 million is need¬ 
ed per month. Meanwhile, 
water levels in polluted 
reservoirs are dropping be¬ 
cause of drought. 

For residents who have 
seen shortages of every¬ 
thing from medicines to 
bread to petrol in recent 
months, the latest indignity 
brought weariness and dis¬ 
gust. 

"The toilets at school are 
just too filthy, people con¬ 
tinue using them yet there is 
no water," said 12-year-old 
Dylan Kaitano, who was 
among many uniformed 
school children waiting in 
line at wells, some shoving 
in impatience. "I didn't go 
to school today because I 
have to be here." 

Everyone living in Harare 
is affected. City Coun¬ 
cil spokesman Michael 
Chideme said, as residents 
turned to other options 
such as bottled water. He 
called it a dangerous situ¬ 
ation because of the risk of 
water-borne diseases. 

"It is a desperate situation," 
Deputy Mayor Enock Mu- 
pamaonde told The As¬ 
sociated Press outside the 
closed treatment plant. 
And more people are af¬ 
fected than thought, he 
said, estimating that anoth¬ 
er 2 million non-residents 
enter the city each day to 
use its services and con¬ 
duct business. 

At the Chivero reservoir, 
the city's main water sup¬ 
ply, plastic bottles, vehicle 
tires and algae floated in 
the shallow water which 
was green and emitted a 
choking, foul smell. 
Zimbabwe's capital now 
frequently records cases 
of diseases such as ty¬ 


phoid due to water short¬ 
ages and dilapidated 
sewer infrastructure. Some 
residents for months have 
been forced to get water 
from shallow, unsafe wells 
and defecate in the open, 
while children pick their 
way across fetid yards. 

The AP earlier this month 
watched some residents 
pump water then wait a 
half-hour for enough water 
to seep into a well to pump 
again. 

"We are suffering," said 
Gladys Mupemhi, a resi¬ 
dent of the low-income Ku- 
wadzana suburb who said 
some people woke up at 
4 a.m. on Tuesday to wait 
for hours in line. "We are 
only allowed a maximum 
of 20 liters of water per per¬ 
son, what can I do with 20 
liters?" 

Claudius Madondo, chair¬ 
man of the residents asso¬ 
ciation controlling the line, 
said nearby wells were no 
longer functioning, forcing 
the rationing. Some of the 
people waiting heckled 
him. 

"Nothing is working in this 
country, how do we sur¬ 
vive?" Hatineyi Kamwanda, 
another resident, said. "We 
can't even use the toilets, 
the children are not going 
to school because of this 
and now we fear cholera is 
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Associated Press 

going to hit us again. 

"The president should treat 
us as human beings, we 
voted for him." 

Twenty-six people died last 
year in a cholera outbreak, 
leading President Emmer- 
son Mnangagwa to express 
dismay that Zimbabweans 


were suffering from a "me¬ 
dieval" disease. 

The economic and social 
pressures follow Mnangag¬ 
wa as he attends the annu¬ 
al United Nations gathering 
of world leaders this week. 
Zimbabwe once was a 
bright spot in southern Af¬ 
rica and a regional bread¬ 
basket but the economy 
has collapsed in recent 
years, and foreign currency 
is hard to come by. Prices 
for many basic items con¬ 
tinue to rise, and the public 
health care system falters 
as some doctors and others 
say they can hardly afford 
the commute to work. 

As services largely collapse, 
many Harare residents in 
recent months have found 
themselves lining up at 
wells in the middle of the 
night for water or lighting 
their homes by candle or 


mobile phone. The deep¬ 
ening frustrations have ex¬ 
ploded more than once 
into protests that have 
swiftly been followed by 
sometimes violent govern¬ 
ment crackdowns. 

More than 50 government 
critics and activists have 
been abducted in Zim¬ 
babwe this year, at times 
tortured and warned by 
suspected state security 
agents to back off from 
anti-government actions. 
The government over the 
weekend warned against 
what it calls "fake" abduc¬ 
tions it asserts are meant to 
make it look bad. 

One abducted woman 
was forced to drink raw 
sewage, Human Rights 
Watch said — a rare exam¬ 
ple of something that exas¬ 
perated Harare residents 
now have in surplus.Q 
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Israel’s main parties begin talks on coalition government 


By ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s 
two largest parties met 
Tuesday to discuss the pos¬ 
sibility of forming a unity 
government, in a long-shot 
effort to break the politi¬ 
cal deadlock following last 
week’s national elections. 
The meeting between par¬ 
ty representatives comes a 
day after Blue and White 
leader Benny Gantz and 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of the rival Li¬ 
kud party held their first 
working meeting since the 
vote. Israeli President Re- 
uven Rivlin brought them 
together in hopes of break¬ 
ing an impasse that could 
lead to months of political 
limbo and potentially force 
a third election in less than 
a year. 

“We took a significant step 
this evening, and now the 
main challenge is building 
a direct channel of com¬ 
munication out of trust be¬ 
tween the two sides," Rivlin 
told the two rivals. “People 



In this Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019 file photo. Blue and White party leader Benny Gantz, left, Esther 
Hayut, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Israel, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
attend a memorial service for former President Shimon Peres in Jerusalem. 

Associated Press 


expect you to find a solu¬ 
tion and to prevent further 
elections, even if it comes 
at a personal and even 
ideological cost." 

Rivlin summoned Gantz 
and Netanyahu for another 


summit Wednesday before 
making his decision. No 
breakthrough is expected, 
and it is unclear which way 
Rivlin is leaning. 

On Tuesday, negotiators 
from the two parties met for 


what they described in a 
joint statement as a "mat- 
ter-of-fact" meeting “held 
in good spirits.” 

Gantz's centrist Blue and 
White came in first in the 
elections, with 33 seats, 


trailed by Netanyahu’s Li¬ 
kud with 31. With smaller 
allied parties, a total of 55 
lawmakers have thrown 
their support behind Netan¬ 
yahu, against 54 for Gantz, 
leaving both men short of 
the required 61-seat major¬ 
ity. 

A unity deal between the 
large parties, with a rotat¬ 
ing leadership, is seen as 
perhaps the only way out 
of the gridlock. That's what 
Avigdor Lieberman, the 
leader of the ultranational¬ 
ist Yisrael Beitenu party, is 
insisting upon. Lieberman, 
who controls eight seats, 
has refused to endorse 
either candidate and is 
demanding they join him 
in a broad, secular unity 
government that excludes 
the ultra-Orthodox parties 
— Netanyahu’s long-time 
partners. A former aide and 
ally of Netanyahu, Lieber¬ 
man forced the Sept. 17 
repeat vote by refusing to 
join Netanyahu’s coalition 
and robbing him of his par¬ 
liamentary majority .□ 



People stand outside their offices after an earthquake is felt in 
Islamabad, Pakistan, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019. 


By MUNIR AHMED 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — A pow¬ 
erful 5.8 magnitude earth¬ 
quake struck northeast 


Associated Press 

Pakistan on Tuesday, dam¬ 
aging dozens of homes 
and shops and killing at 
least 19 people and injuring 
over 300, officials said. 


Strong earthquake jolts Pakistan, 
killing 19, wounding 300 


According to state-run 
Pakistan Television, four 
children were among the 
dead in Mirpur, a town in 
the Pakistan-administered 
part of Kashmir. 

Raja Qaiser, a deputy com¬ 
missioner in the region, said 
rescuers were still transport¬ 
ing victims to hospitals in 
the city, where an emer¬ 
gency was declared. 

He said a main road near 
Mirpur was also badly dam¬ 
aged, causing accidents 
and damaging buses and 
other vehicles. 

TV footage showed dam¬ 


aged homes, shops and 
vehicles in Mirpur, where 
a breach at a main canal 
was submerging villages. 
According to Pakistan's 
Meteorological Depart¬ 
ment, the epicenter of the 
5.8 magnitude quake was 
located near the moun¬ 
tainous city of Jehlum in 
eastern Punjab province. 
The earthquake shook walls 
across the country and 
left people waiting in the 
streets fearing further trem¬ 
ors. 

Residents in Islamabad 
were seen rushing out of 


multistory buildings into 
the streets. Shortly after 
the tremor hit, Pakistan's 
military dispatched troops 
and medical teams to the 
quake-affected area to 
assist civilian authorities in 
helping victims. 

Authorities said helicopters 
will also be used if needed 
to evacuate people from 
the earthquake-affected 
area. Some residents in 
Mirpur said shortly after the 
quake struck, they came 
out of their homes reciting 
verses from the Quran, Is¬ 
lam's holy bookO 
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Hong Kong leader hopes town hall will be start of healing 



Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam speaks to reporters' during a press conference at the 
government building in Hong Kong Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019. 


By RAF WOBER 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong leader Carrie Lam 
said Tuesday she doesn't 
expect a town hall meeting 
this week will find answers 
to the months-long pro¬ 
democracy protests but 
hopes it will be a step for¬ 
ward in the "long journey" 
to reconciliation. 

Lam said she is encour¬ 
aged that more than 
20,000 people have signed 
up for Thursday's commu¬ 
nity dialogue, out of which 
only 150 will be selected 
randomly. It will be the first 
such meeting since the pro¬ 
tests started in early June. 
The Beijing-backed leader 
is hoping to tone down 
emotions amid fears that 
violence could spike further 
with more protests planned 
this weekend ahead of 
Oct. 1 celebrations of the 
ruling Chinese Communist 
Party's 70th year in power. 
The unrest was sparked by 
an extradition bill that has 
since been withdrawn, but 
protesters have widened 
their demands to include 
direct elections for the 
city's leaders and police 
accountability. 

Lam said there is no agen¬ 
da for the town hall, which 
is meant as an open plat¬ 
form for the public to vent 
its complaints and find a 
way out of the conflict. 
She said the two-hour ses¬ 
sion will be considered a 
success if the dialogue is 
peaceful with a frank and 
candid exchange of views. 
"It would not be possible for 


a consensus to be reached 
after all these tensions in so¬ 
ciety that we have seen," 
Lam said at a news confer¬ 
ence. 

"To me, this is one step for¬ 
ward. It will be a long jour¬ 
ney to achieve reconcilia¬ 
tion in society, let alone to 
return to the more normal 
Hong Kong that we are all 
very familiar with." 

Security is expected to be 
tight at the town hall meet¬ 
ing, which will be held at 
a stadium in Hong Kong's 
Wan Chai neighborhood. 
Participants will be banned 
from bringing items includ¬ 
ing umbrellas, gas masks 
or helmets — tools used by 
protesters. 

Lam acknowledged she 


and her colleagues might 
not be welcomed by the 
public. On Sunday, po¬ 
lice had to rescue Secre¬ 
tary for Constitutional and 
Mainland Affairs Patrick Nip 
after an angry crowd sur¬ 
rounded his car as he was 
leaving a public event. 

"If our reaching out is a 
source of major tension, 
then we have to think 
twice whether we should 
do that," Lam said. 

More than 1,500 people 
have been arrested since 
the protests started. The 
demonstrations, which 
have included peaceful 
human chains and mass 
singing in malls, usually 
peak during weekends and 
turn violent late in the day, 


Associated Press 

with protesters setting street 
fires and vandalizing pub¬ 
lic utilities, causing police 
to fire tear gas and water 
cannons. 

This past weekend, some 
protesters also trampled 
and burned Chinese flags. 
Lam backed Hong Kong's 
police force amid public 
criticism of its use of force, 
saying it was "quite remark¬ 
able" by international stan¬ 
dards that no one has died 
in the protests. 

"You ask me when that sort 
of restraint will disappear, 
I really can't tell you," she 
said, reiterating her call for 
violence to stop. 

Many Hong Kong residents 
fear Beijing is eroding the 
city's rights and freedoms 


under a "one country, two 
systems" framework intro¬ 
duced when the former 
British colony returned to 
Chinese rule in 1997. 

The Hong Kong govern¬ 
ment has called off an an¬ 
nual Oct. 1 fireworks dis¬ 
play. 

Local media reported that 
guests at the National Day 
reception will stay indoors 
to watch the flag-raising 
ceremony at a waterfront 
square. 

Pro-Beijing lawmaker Mi¬ 
chael Tien warned of "un¬ 
precedented violence" on 
Oct. 1 with possible blood¬ 
shed, and said Beijing is 
prepared for "very ugly 
scenes." 

He told Radio Television 
Hong Kong that Beijing has 
determined that only Chi¬ 
nese military intervention 
can quell the unrest but 
has decided to let the pro¬ 
tests continue to "show the 
whole world how commit¬ 
ted and sincere they are 
to the one country, two sys¬ 
tems" policy. 

Separately, the world's 
top brewer, AB InBev, an¬ 
nounced Tuesday it will 
price its Asian Budweiser 
initial public offering af 27 
Hong Kong dollars ($3.44) 
and will enlarge its offering 
size to 1.45 billion shares, 
from 1.3 million earlier, to 
meet demand. 

This will raise about 39.2 bil¬ 
lion Hong Kong dollars ($5 
billion), making it the big¬ 
gest IPO in the city this year 
in a boost to the govern¬ 
ment's morale amid the 
unrest.Q 
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Puerto Rico braces for flooding, landslides from Karen 


By DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Tropical Storm Karen 
drenched the U.S. Virgin Is¬ 
lands on Tuesday as it bore 
down on an earthquake- 
shaken Puerto Rico still 
scarred by a hurricane two 
years ago. 

U.S. Virgin Islands Gov. Al¬ 
bert Bryan Jr. said the storm 
had already caused mud¬ 
slides in the territory and 
major power outages were 
reported early Tuesday, 
though he said the cause 
was not yet clear. 

“Don’t take the storm light¬ 
ly,” Bryan said. “It will start 
to throw massive rain.” 
Schools and government 
offices were already or¬ 
dered closed in Puerto Rico 
as well as in the U.S. and 
British Virgin Islands, with 
officials warning people to 
stay indoors. 

As the storm approached, 
Puerto Ricans were shaken 
from their beds late Mon¬ 
day by a magnitude 6.0 
earthquake that hit in the 
Atlantic near the island at 
a shallow depth of 6 miles 
(10 kilometers). Three after¬ 
shocks, of magnitude 4.7 
and 4.6, followed within less 
than an hour. 

No significant damage was 



Irma Torres, a resident of the El Negro coastal sector, walks outside her home before the arrival of 
Tropical Storm Karen, in Yabucoa, Puerto Rico, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


reported, said Carlos Ace¬ 
vedo, director of Puerto 
Rico’s emergency man¬ 
agement agency, add¬ 
ing that the concern now 
was how much rain Karen 
would drop on the region. 
The U.S. National Hurricane 
Center said it could bring 3 
inches to 6 inches (8 to 15 
centimeters) with isolated 
amounts of 10 inches (25 
centimeters). 

Up to 29,000 customers in 


Puerto Rico were left with¬ 
out power at one point, 
and heavy rains were al¬ 
ready pelting the southeast 
coastal town of Yabucoa, 
where 69-year-old retiree 
Victor Ortiz huddled inside 
his home with his wife. 
“Every year the storms are 
stronger and more fre¬ 
quent,” he said, adding 
that he worried about land¬ 
slides because he lives in a 
mountainous region. 


The National Guard, which 
was activated by Puerto 
Rico Gov. Wanda Vazquez 
on Monday, carried out 
a last-minute evacuation 
of a weeks-old baby from 
the neighboring island of 
Vieques, which has been 
without a hospital since 
Hurricane Maria hit in 2017. 
Lt. Col. Paul Dahlen said in 
a phone interview that the 
baby was sick and would 
be taken to a hospital be¬ 



fore the storm hits. 

Karen regained tropical 
storm strength Tuesday 
morning after slipping to 
a tropical depression. Its 
maximum sustained winds 
increased in the afternoon 
to 45 mph (70 kph), with ad¬ 
ditional strengthening ex¬ 
pected in upcoming days. 
The storm was centered 
about 35 miles (55 kilome¬ 
ters) southeast of San Juan 
and was moving north at 8 
mph (13 kph). Forecasters 
said it was expected to hit 
Puerto Rico's southeast re¬ 
gion by late afternoon. 

It was expected to keep 
heading north after passing 
over Puerto Rico and stay 
well east of the Bahamas, 
the Hurricane Center said. 
A tropical storm warning re¬ 
mained in effect for Puerto 
Rico, Vieques, Culebra and 
the U.S. and British Virgin Is¬ 
lands, and forecasters said 
certain areas could experi¬ 
ence stronger winds. 
Roberto Garcia, meteo¬ 
rologist in charge of the 
National Weather Service’s 
San Juan office, said that 
some towns in the eastern 
part of Puerto Rico would 
likely be hit with moder¬ 
ate to serious flooding, 
especially those next to 
mountains. □ 


Socialist bloc back in Venezuela congress after boycott 


By FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
CHRISTINE ARMARIO 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Socialist party lawmak¬ 
ers ended their two-year 
boycott of Venezuela’s 
legislature Tuesday, seek¬ 
ing to renew their influence 
in the last branch of federal 
government still controlled 
by the opposition amidst a 
lengthy power struggle. 
Thirty-eight ruling party leg¬ 
islators heeded President 
Nicolas Maduro’s call to 
return to the National As¬ 
sembly building, which has 
become the opposition’s 
main platform in their push 
to oust the embattled lead¬ 
er from power. 

They returned as part of an 
accord between Maduro 
and a handful of outlier 
opposition parties roundly 
chastised as a crude at¬ 
tempt to divide the anti¬ 
government movement 



Lawmakers Tania Diaz of the Venezuelan Socialist United 
Party speaks during a National Assembly session in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


led by legislative president 
Juan Guaido. 

Maduro is pushing forward 
the agreement as an al¬ 
ternative to Norway-spon¬ 
sored talks with the main¬ 
stream opposition that 
have fallen apart in recent 
weeks as he looks to sta¬ 
bilize a country fraught by 
economic and political ca¬ 


lamity. The session Tuesday 
put the dueling sides face 
to face, with both accusing 
one another of violating 
the constitution and fueling 
the crisis. Guaido, recog¬ 
nized by the U.S. and over 
50 other nations as Venezu¬ 
ela’s rightful president, sat 
perched at the helm, ques¬ 
tioning the socialists for their 


continuing backing of the 
Maduro government. 

“If they want to reach so¬ 
lutions, let’s talk about so¬ 
lutions,” Guaido told the 
raucous assembly. “Free 
elections, separation of 
powers.” 

The socialist lawmakers 
have been absent since 
2017, backing several pro¬ 
government Supreme 
Court rulings declaring the 
legislature in contempt. 
Several have gone on to 
hold positions as minsters 
and governors, a constitu¬ 
tional violation. 

Socialist lawmaker Fran¬ 
cisco Torrealba said the rul¬ 
ing party members hoped 
to “reestablish” the legisla¬ 
ture’s functions, though he 
offered few details, other 
than to say that congress 
shouldn’t be used to dele- 
gitimize other branches 
from power. 

“We are here to rescue 


a space of dialogue,” he 
said. On several occasions, 
Torrealba attempted to in¬ 
terrupt proceedings, but 
the Guaido-led opposition 
bloc refused to acknowl¬ 
edge him as an active leg¬ 
islator since he holds anoth¬ 
er official government role. 
Though they hold only 54 
of 167 seats in congress, 
analysts suspect that re¬ 
suming their posts is the first 
of several steps paving the 
way toward new legisla¬ 
tive elections Maduro has 
vowed to hold in early 2020 
that the opposition would 
likely boycott. 

Phil Gunson, a senior ana¬ 
lyst with the Crisis Group in 
Caracas, said that Venezu¬ 
ela's socialist party may be 
willing to wager that they 
can win back the National 
Assembly if they hold an 
election that the opposi¬ 
tion refuses to participate 
in.Q 
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Restaurant Sunset Grille presents: 

A Marriage of Fab Food & Wow Wine 


PALM BEACH — Sunset Grille restaurant at 
the Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Ca¬ 
sino offers a great deal for a 4-course wine 
pairing dinner that combines culinary de¬ 
light from Executive Chef Matt Boland and 
the newly recruited Executive Sous-Chef 
Katia Soujol with wines from Kendall-Jack- 
son. Wine pairings are a thing! It is a fun 
way to connect wine, food and company 
and ensures that you're going to have a 
genuinely unique experience. 

The setting of Sunset Grille is a great start 
and promises a wonderful night. There is 
the choice between dining on the roman¬ 
tic terrace with breathtaking views of the 
garden with water falls and the by palm 
trees harnessed beach on the horizon or 


you choose for the elegant indoor res¬ 
taurant. The dynamic and modern steak 
house has this great 4-course menu for 
you where you get warmed up with a 
delicious scallop on a bed of risotto com¬ 
bined with a Vintner's Reserve Chardon- 
nay. The combination is mouth-watering 
and promises a successful continuation 
to the next level where you are surprised 
with a single cut lamb chop and Vintner's 
Reserve Merlot. The grilled churrasco with 
chimichurri sauce that follows is simply 
fantastic and goes perfect with the Vint¬ 
ner's Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon. The 
chef closes this culinary trip with a sweet 
surprise of three dessert samples and a 
Quady Electra Moscato. Kendall-Jackson 
Vineyard Estates is from Santa Rosa, Cali¬ 




fornia in the Sonoma Valley 
wine country. As of 2010 
Kendall-Jackson was the 
highest-selling brand of "su¬ 
per-premium" wine in the 
United States. The menu 


and wines are balanced 
so well that you do not feel 
too full but very satisfied as 
well as tickled by the tast¬ 
ings. You are invited to en¬ 
joy the experiencelQ 


Hilton Aruba Resort & Casino 
Sunset Grille restaurant 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd 81 
Tel +297 586 6555 

https://www.hiltonaruba.com/dining/ 



Be part of the Beth Israel synagogue during the holiest season of the Jewish year 

Engage your mind, nourish your soul 


ORANJESTAD — Beth Israel - The Jewish Community of 
Aruba invites you to celebrate with them for the upcom¬ 
ing Rosh Hashanah (September 29-30-October 1), Yom 
Kippur (October 8-9) and the fall holidays. The syna¬ 
gogue’s doors are wide open, welcoming everyone this 
High Holyday season and throughout the year. 

Rabbi Daniel Kripper :”We come together as a commu¬ 
nity in reflection and song, to connect each other to the 
wisdom of the Jewish tradition, and to inspire us in the te- 
shuvah process- transformative healing of ourselves and 
the world.” Beth Israel holiday services are participatory, 
uplifting and egalitarian. “In addition to your participa¬ 
tion at the services, please be part of our shul - join us 
for our festive dinner on Rosh Hashanah evening, Tashlich 
ritual at the beach, and a community break-fast at the 
end of Yom Kippur," says the Rabbi. 

Let them know by phone +297-582-3272 or email, rabbi@ 
bethisraelaruba.com □ 


L’shanah tovah - a happy new year ahead 
of peace, harmony, and unity. 


High Holidays 2019 


BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

Inspirational 
HUGH HOLIDAYS 
6780-2019 

Transforming the holidays into holy days! 


LED BV RABBI DANIEL KAiPPES AND GUEST CANTGA; mm GRINBERG 



ROSH HASHANAH 

SundayJept. 29,2919 

10 pm Era* losli Hashanah service ftfknred by csrmfujnlty rtinn er 

9.3Difn. - Rash Hashanah smite and Tashhch 

Tuesday, Oct. 1,2D19 

9:3Q am Bosh Hashanah »cv!ce 

YOM KIPPUR 

Tuesday. Bet 1,20 ID 

E.DDpm- Kol Hldmh serwbcit 
Wediwsijay, Oct, 9.2019 

9 30 :im Yam Kippur morning; Service 
• ][T pm. - Hindu and Kevlah Ml awed try Break-fast 


CDJiTiCI THE OFFICE: rntibi@beltilsrulanilii.CHTL 
M 297-532-3272 

BRH GRAD. SYNAGOGUE, ABfllAJUt UU1E Mm 2- RfiANiESTAD 
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70th Anniversary of the Founding of the People's Republic of China 
celebrated in the Caribbean 


WILLEMSTAD, CURACAO 
— Recently the acting 
Consul General Xue Shan 
welcomed invited guests 
from the Dutch Caribbean 
to celebrate the 70th anni¬ 
versary of the People's Re¬ 
public of China on behalf 
of the Chinese Consulate 
General. On this special 
occasion he also sent his 
best wishes to the Chinese 
communities living in the 
Dutch Caribbean. 

The National Day Recep¬ 
tion welcomed H.E Prime 
Minister Mr. Eugene Rhug- 
genaath, ministers from 
Aruba and Curacao, the 
governor of Bonaire, col¬ 
leagues of the consular 
corps and many other dis¬ 
tinguished guests. Xue Shan 
mentioned in his speech 
that over the past 70 years, 
since the founding of the 
People's Republic of China 
in 1949, especially in the 
past 40 years of reform and 
opening-up, China has 
gone through a dramat¬ 
ic change, tremendous 
development has been 
made. “Living standards of 
more than 1.3 billion peo¬ 
ple have been significantly 
improved, more than 700 
million people have been 
lifted out of poverty, and 
GDP per Capita has risen 
to 9000 USD. China has be¬ 
come the world's second 
largest economy, the larg¬ 
est trader of goods, and 
contributed 30% to the 
world economic growth in 
recent years.” China has 
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made a historic leap from 
standing up, getting rich to 
getting stronger. All these 
achievements are due to 
the opening-up, the hard- 
work of Chinese people 
and the socialist system 
that suits China's condition 
the acting Consul General 
said. “At present, China is 
still a developing country, 
facing all sorts of risks and 
challenges, there are near¬ 
ly 20 million people living in 
poverty, development still 
holds the key to address 
all the problems. Guided 
by the vision of innovation, 
coordination, green, open 
and shared development, 
China is engaged to realize 


Two-Centenary Goals, Chi¬ 
na's reform will never stop, 
and its doors will open even 
wider." According to the 
acting Consul General Chi¬ 
na's development will bring 
more opportunities to the 
world, China will follow the 
principle of wide consulta¬ 
tion, joint contribution and 
shared benefits, to develop 
global partnerships, to ex¬ 
pand friendly cooperation, 
and to achieve win-win 
results. “Last April, the Sec¬ 
ond Belt and Road Forum 
for International Coopera¬ 
tion was held in Beijing, This 
year's forum is larger and 
more substantive than the 
first one, attracting more 


countries and producing 
more results. The Belt and 
Road Initiative is designed 
to expand new space for 
promoting common pros¬ 
perity under the guidance 
of the belt and road spirit 
of peace and coopera¬ 
tion, openness and inclu¬ 
siveness, mutual learning 
and mutual benefit. The 
Belt and Road Initiative has 
become the most popu¬ 
lar public product and the 
largest platform for coop¬ 
eration, it has been wel¬ 
comed worldwide." 

The Chinese Communities 
work very hard to pursue 
their business develop¬ 



ment, and also make posi¬ 
tive contribution to the lo¬ 
cal economic and social 
development, their culture 
activities are widely wel¬ 
comed, they are getting 
along well with other eth¬ 
nic groups and forms the 
integral society. They are 
the main players to bridge 
the two peoples. This year 
marks the fifth anniversary 
of the establishment of the 
Chinese Consulate General 
in Willemstad. “We are glad 
to see that the exchange 
of two peoples and mutual 
understanding have been 
much developed, we have 
enjoyed a more broad and 
diverse relationship, built 
on mutually beneficial en¬ 
gagement and growing 
relations more and more 
local people are willing to 
travel to China for leisure or 
for business more and more 
local people are interested 
in learning Chinese lan¬ 
guage and Chinese cul¬ 
ture, more and more Chi¬ 
nese people know about 
Curacao and the Dutch 
Caribbean. Friendship, 
which derives from close 
contact between the peo¬ 
ple, holds the key to sound 
state-to-state relations. The 
Chinese Consulate is will¬ 
ing to continue to preserve 
and further consolidate our 
bilateral friendly relations." 
The speech was ended 
with a toast to the 70th an¬ 
niversary of the People's 
Republic of China and the 
fifth anniversary of the Chi¬ 
nese Consulate General. a 


Goodwill Ambassador at the Marriott Surf Club 


PALM BEACH — Recently, 
Marouska Heyliger of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
honored Daniel Escalo- 
na from Caracas with a 
Goodwill Ambassador cer¬ 
tificate. 

The event which com¬ 
memorates his 26th con¬ 
secutive visit to the island 
was held at the Marriott 
Surf Club resort. Escalona 
loves coming to the island 
for the beautiful beaches, 
relaxing weather and the 
delicious food the island 
has to offer. □ 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 





Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin 8lvd #47 
583.5000 | cosmoaihambra.com 

Pfaiy Kasflflitiihl y. Vitii iivv.^m^ld;urHn i pirnaus.«r| if f on fit soitifflrit yu* Itnaw hn o rambling ptabltm. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I BoskirvRobbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
T0F Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lob I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard 1 The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO — 

IP®® Bd to Skfl 

Every Wednesday 110am to Midnight 

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. Win $20 to $100 
in Free Slot Play, Play up to five times each Wednesday, 


Honor to the Emerald Ambassadors visitors of Aruba Beach Club 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Darline S. de 
Cuba of Aruba Tourism Authority had the 
great pleasure to honor loyal and friend¬ 
ly visitors of Aruba as Emerald Ambas¬ 
sadors at their home away from home. 

The honored were: 

Rossana Brozzi resident of Parma, Ita¬ 
ly visiting the Island 35 years consecutive 

Sirio & Nelsy de Brozzi resident of 
Parma, Italy visiting the island 35 years 
consecutive 

Kathleen Joy Peters resident of 
Georgia, Atlanta visiting the island 40 
years consecutive 

The symbolic honorary title is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a 
token of appreciation to the guests who 
visit Aruba between 10-20-35 and more 
consecutive years. 

De Cuba thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their vacation destination and 
as their home away from home for so 
many years together with the members 
of Aruba Beach Club Top reasons for re¬ 
turning provided by the honorees were 
the warm inviting sun, the gracious treat¬ 
ment from everyone, the absolute feel¬ 
ing of safety everywhere/anytime and 
the unending selection of restaurants. □ 


















WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 


SOCAL 


Tierra del Sol Restaurant gets 
Incredible Makeover 



NOORD — The Restaurant at Tierra del Sol 
will create a whole new look just for you! 
For that reason the restaurant will be closed 
for renovations which is due to be ready 
beginning of December. Do not worry to 
miss out on the delicious food though be¬ 
cause lunch and early dinner can daily be 
enjoyed at the 19th Hole Bar at the pool 
from 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 

In case you are a golf fanatic, playing on 
Tierra del Sol's 18th hole course is a must. 
The ONLY 18th hole golf course on this is¬ 
land has a uniqueness that is the reason to 
visit it. Added to that is an overwhelming 


nature and outstanding service. There is no 
way you can miss out on this experience. 
Imagine: a drive to the North end of the 
island where you encounter the island’s 
rugged north coast and Blue Ocean form¬ 
ing your panoramic from a masterfully 
sculpted 18 beautiful holes of champion¬ 
ship golf by Robert Trent Jones II. Your play 
field combines the elements of wind, sea, 
and earth in perfect harmony. You may 
even encounter goats and the local bur¬ 
rowing owls named ‘shocos’. Welcome 
to nature, welcome to the greatness of a 
new experience. 

After Game Delight 

You can play your round of golf and then 
head to the 19th Hole bar at the pool for 
a nice relaxing lunch. Not a golfer? No 
problem. The food at Tierra del Sol stands 
out and is yet a reason to hop into your 
car and drive to that perfect picture land¬ 
scape where the chef will pamper your 
tasting buds. 



Testimonials 

“Awesome golf course. Had a blast!!” 

“Wonderful golf and you will see goats on the course. You 
may be fortunate and see Shoco owl. Just know it will be 
very very windy.Q 


TIERRA DEL SOL RESORT & GOLF 
https://www.tierradelsol.com/ 
Phone:(+297)586-7800 
Email: reservations@tierradelsol.com 




40 luxury 

beach front condominiums 


For more information contact us at + (297] 586-2200 
Toll Free from the US. 1-866-978-5770 
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Send us Your Home 
Greetings Video 

ORANJESTAD - Since a while Aruba Today has a column 
called Aruba To Me. Readers are invited to send their 
favorite vacation picture along with a text starting with 
“Aruba to me ...”. The column grew in popularity making 
the editorial department happy seeing this interaction 
with our readers realized. 

It is wonderful to share the moments of joy of our readers 
who are vacationing here, but we can also imagine that 
there are people home who stayed behind and who 
are being missed. Aruba Today would like to give the 
opportunity to you as an appreciated reader to send a 
live greeting to your beloved ones that stayed behind. It 
can be your parent, child, sister, brother, neighbor who 
takes care of the cat, friends ... name it. Now is your 
chance, send us your Home Greetings Video! 


What Do You Do 

The only thing you need to do is record a short 
(maximum 1 minute) video with a greeting to 
home from Aruba and send it to email news@aru- 
batoday.com. Also please write your name and 
where you are from as well as how long you will 
be staying in Aruba. We will post your video on 
the Facebook page of Aruba Today! In case you 
prefer to send a picture with text, that is of course 
welcome too. 


Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, like¬ 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensa¬ 
tion. 

Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every day again.Q 
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A weekly calendar with a selection of what’s going on in Aruba 



Wednesday 25 

Island Festival 4th Edition 

• Experience Aruba’s radiant culture and heritage in one single 
festival! Explore the night with live music, spectacular historical shows, 
local and international gastronomy, heritage, and the kindness of 
our locals. 

• 7-10 pm 

• San Nicolas 

• Facebook Island Festival Aruba 



Thursday 26 
Food Show 

• Food lovers! Are you ready? For the Ling & Sons Food Show 2019. 
The wholesale division of the super center is ready to present you 
with a unique culinary experience. 

• 10 AM-6 PM 


Sunday 29 

Aruba Reef Care Project 

• Let's get ready for action.... 
sign-up to clean our reefs and 
beaches for just a couple of hours. 
Together we are strong. Let's 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
this project and join the Annual 
Reef and Beach clean-up action. 

• 8 AM-12 PM 

• Neptali Henriquez park, Oranjestad 

• Facebook Aruba Reef Care Foundation 




Monday 30 

Chef’s Classics at BLT Steak 

• Indulge in BLT Steak’ signature warm popovers, the acclaimed 
selection of steaks, fresh seafood, satisfying sides and delightful 
dessert. Tonight there is a special for two persons to enjoy an 
extraordinary dining experience in contemporary steakhouse 
fare. 

• From 6 Pm 

• The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

• Facebook The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 


• Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris Casino 

• Facebook Ling and Sons IGA Super Center 

Friday 27 

Global Climate Action 

• Silent and peaceful get-together in 
support of the young school strikers as 
part of the Global Climate Action. Show 
that people of Aruba care. People of all 
ages are welcome! 

• 9-10 AM 

• Club Kibrahacha, Piedra Plat 

• Facebook Club Kibrahacha 60+ 


Saturday 28 

Mandala on Stone 

• In a creative 2 hour workshop the 
Wisdom Coach guides clients to 
meditate, reconnect with their 
God-essence through which they 
allow and receive inspiration for 
the Mandala that needs to be 
painted on a stone and the colors 
that speaks to their soul. 

• 1-3 pm 

• Spiritual Gym Aruba 

• Facebook The Wisdom Coach 



Tuesday 1 
Bon Bini Festival 

• At the Bon Bini Festival the visitors will enjoy an evening filled with 
history, local arts & crafts, local food & drinks, poetry, film, live 
performance of folkloric & carnival music. 

• 7-8.30 PM 

• Historical Museum Aruba, Oranjestad 

• Facebook Popcorn Club & Dancers Aruba 
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Injured 
Yelich still 
in the 
hunt for 
batting 
title 

By NOAH TRISTER 
AP Baseball Writer 

The Milwaukee Brewers are 
charging toward a play¬ 
off spot without Christian 
Yelich. And even while in¬ 
jured, Yelich is inching clos¬ 
er to a nice individual hon¬ 
or. Yelich is currently the 
National League’s batting 
leader, although he’s out 
with a fractured kneecap 
and can only watch as his 
team chases a postseason 
berth. The batting race 
may not be foremost on 
his mind, but that's com¬ 
ing down to the wire too — 
with Yelich's .329 average 
holding the lead. 

Ketel Marte is also batting 
.329, but he’s been shut 
down for the season with 
back problems. With an 
additional decimal place, 
his average of .3286 trails 
Yelich's .3292. Washing¬ 
ton's Anthony Rendon 
went 1 for 3 on Monday 
night and is at .325. 

It would be the second 
straight batting title for 
Yelich, who also won NL 
MVP honors last year. The 
last player to win back-to- 
back NL batting titles was 
Larry Walker in 1998 and 
1999. Yelich winning twice 
in a row would be particu¬ 
larly impressive given that 
he has to compete against 
Colorado players hitting 
at altitude. Since their first 
season in 1993, the Rockies 
have won 11 of the NL’s 26 
batting titles. (Trivia ques¬ 
tion: Name the nine differ¬ 
ent Colorado players who 
have won one.) The Ameri¬ 
can League batting race 
is pretty much down to Tim 
Anderson of the White Sox 
(.334) and DJ LeMahieu of 
the Yankees (.329). 



Playoff-contending Rays score 
6 in 4th, bec^Red Sox 7-4 

Tampa Bay Ray&j enter~f[eldeiT Kevin Kiermaier 
makes a sliding catchLonj a lf lvQ ut by Boston Re d<Sox »sl 

Mnnkip Rpttt HiirinriTIrp^Yi^ihTiinn^^n^iSiShnll 
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Mookie Betts during the' sixth^innmg of d 
game Monday, Sept. 23, 2019, in St. Petersb 
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History lesson: Coleman learns from past, tries to move on 


By EDDIE PELLS and PAT 
GRAHAM 
AP Sports Writers 
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — Chris¬ 
tian Coleman never in¬ 
tended to take a crash 
course on the history of his 
sport. He got one anyway. 
Among the main lessons 
the sprinter learned: Any¬ 
time track fans see the 
words "doping" and "Amer¬ 
ican" in the same headline 

— and it has happened 
an awful lot over the years 

— things usually don't end 
well. 

The 23-year-old favorite in 
the 100 meters has never 
doped, or even been ac¬ 
cused of doping. But since 
his name made headlines 
for missing some tests, he 
finds himself part of a news 
cycle that he'd really like to 
break. His chance comes 
Friday when the men 
line up for heats at world 
championships. 

"As far as people taking 
that headline and jump¬ 
ing to a conclusion, 'Oh, 
he has to be doing some¬ 
thing,' I think people think 
that anyway, because of 
the history of U.S. sprint¬ 
ing," Coleman said Tues¬ 
day night after a steamy 
workout at the practice 
stadium in Doha. "People 
just assume and make up 
storylines anyway, but then 
when you have a situation 
like that, I can understand 
why people would think 
that." 

Coleman, who holds the 
fastest time in the 100 over 
each of the last three years, 
got ensnared in the dop¬ 
ing drama afterword of his 
so-called whereabouts fail¬ 
ures leaked to the media 
last month. The U.S. Anti- 
Doping Agency ended up 
dropping the case over a 
technicality in a very con¬ 
fusing rulebook. But that 
didn't prevent Coleman 
from enduring damage in 
the court of public opinion. 
Coleman most certainly is 
not in the same category 
as some of the people he's 
been reading about of 
late — Tim Montgomery, 
Marion Jones, Tyson Gay, 
among other big-name 
Americans to get busted 
for doping over the years. 
"I'm just a regular guy who 
had talent and the where¬ 
withal to be able to hone 


that into something I can 
make money doing," Cole¬ 
man said. "I'm just really 
blessed the situation was 
resolved." 

How might the fans react if 
Coleman wins the final on 
Saturday? Justin Gatlin, the 
defending champion who 
himself has served a pair 
of doping bans, said he 
reached out to Coleman 
— both went to University 
of Tennessee — and told 
him to put it out of his mind. 
"You (can get) consumed 
by social media and peo¬ 
ple's opinions," said Gatlin, 
whose victory in 2017 was 
greeted with boos from an 
unforgiving crowd in Lon¬ 
don. "Opinions hold a lot 
of weight sometimes and 
it can get to you. Why not 
(let it) have the opposite 
effect, where you just really 
focus on positivity?'Q 



In this Aug. 31,2018, file photo, Christian Coleman, of the United States, gestures after crossing the 
finish line first in the men's 100 meter competition at the Diamond League Memorial Van Damme 
athletics event in Brussels. 

Associated Press 













Trubisky, Bears get offense on track, beat Redskins 31-15 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer 
LANDOVER, Md. (AP) — 

After the Chicago Bears' 
offense was slow to get 
going this season, Mitch¬ 
ell Trubisky was excited to 
speed things up. 

Trubisky and the Bears used 
a no-huddle, hurry-up tem¬ 
po to snap out of their of¬ 
fensive funk and score 28 
first-half points on the way 
to beating the Washing¬ 
ton Redskins 31-15 Monday 
night. 

After no passing touch¬ 
downs the first two games 
of the year, Trubisky con¬ 
nected with Taylor Gabriel 
on three of them in the sec¬ 
ond quarter alone. 

The 2017 second overall 
pick looked at ease with a 
fast-paced approach and 
picked apart Washington's 
porous defense on 25 of 
31 passing for 231 yards. It 
was the offensive explosion 
Trubisky predicted would 
happen this week. 

"It just felt like the tempo 
helped us out a little bit," 
Trubisky said. 

"If everyone just continues 
to stick together and exe¬ 
cute our plays and believe 
and just go out there and 
make plays, it'll be a fun of¬ 
fense." 

Chicago (2-1) had just a 
1-yard touchdown run to 
show for its first two games, 
and Trubisky entered the 
night with a completion 
percentage of 58.3 and 
ranked near the bottom of 
the league in yards per at¬ 
tempt. Facing the Redskins 
(0-3) brought out some of 
the best in Trubisky. 

"Hat's off to him," said Wash¬ 
ington linebacker Cole 
Holcomb, who was room¬ 
mates with Trubisky at North 
Carolina. 

"I always knew he was a 
good quarterback. He 
struggled a little bit, but he 
came out and he played a 
good game." 


Trubisky had 173 yards in 
the first half alone before 
throwing an interception 
at the goal line in the third 
quarter. 


With scores of 1, 3 and 36 
yards, Gabriel joined Mike 
Ditka in 1963 as the only 
Bears receivers with three 
TD catches in the first half 
of a game. 

Gabriel made six catches 
for 75 yards before leaving 
in the second half with a 
concussion. 

The Bears took advantage 
of five turnovers by Red¬ 
skins quarterback Case 
Keenum: two interceptions 
by Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, in¬ 
cluding a pick six, another 
by Kyle Fuller and fumbles 
forced by Khalil Mack and 
Danny Trevathan. 

"That's all me," said Kee¬ 
num, who was 30 of 43 for 
331 yards and two touch¬ 
downs that didn't compen¬ 
sate for the turnovers. 

"Turn it over that many times 
as a quarterback, I let my 
team down. It's all on me. 
I take complete responsibil¬ 


ity. I have to take care of 
the ball better." 

With the offense up to the 
defense's speed in the first 
half, Chicago put up 28 


points in two quarters af¬ 
ter scoring a total of 19 
the past two weeks, 12 of 
which came on field goals 
from Eddy Pineiro. 

Mack had two of the Bears' 
four sacks to continue a 
dominant start by the de¬ 
fense that didn't give up a 
Washington TD until mid¬ 
way through the third quar¬ 
ter. 

Keenum's two TD pass¬ 
es came long after fans 
chanted for rookie quarter¬ 
back Dwayne Haskins and 
booed the Redskins off the 
field at halftime. 

NOW WHAT? 

Washington's defense that 
wilted in the second half 
of its first two losses had 
few answers for Trubisky all 
game Monday. Eight days 
after coach Jay Gruden 
said, "I don't think we have 
to push the panic but¬ 
ton yet," some significant 


changes could be coming 
soon. 

Before Gruden’s job secu¬ 
rity is really in question, de¬ 
fensive coordinator Greg 


Manusky looks like the logi¬ 
cal target as the first coach 
to take the fall. Washing¬ 
ton's defense ranked in 
21st and 17th in the NFL in 
Manusky's first two seasons 
in charge and is on pace 
to finish worse than that this 
year. 

"We've got some talent," 
Gruden said. "We've just 
got to coach 'em up bet¬ 
ter, play better, be more 
balanced, protect the 
football. And defensively, 
stay after it." 

The "Let's go Haskins" chants 
notwithstanding, the Red¬ 
skins are far more likely to 
turn to longtime backup 
Colt McCoy if they make 
a change at the position. 
McCoy is working toward 
being healthy again nine 
months after breaking his 
right leg. 

HA HA GETS LAST LAUGH 

When the Redskins signed 


former New York Giants 
safety London Collins, it ef¬ 
fectively spelled the end of 
their chances of re-signing 
Clinton-Dix, a trade acqui¬ 
sition last year from Green 
Bay who played nine 
games for them. Clinton- 
Dix made his old team pay 
with a first quarter intercep¬ 
tion he returned 37 yards for 
his first career touchdown. 
Clinton-Dix for good mea¬ 
sure picked off Keenum in 
the third quarter and re¬ 
turned it 59 yards. 

JUST FOR KICKS 
Pineiro, who was question¬ 
able because of a knee 
injury suffered while lifting 
weights, missed a 44-yard 
field goal attempt in the 
third quarter and was good 
from 38 yards in the fourth. 
"Eddy Money" was 4 of 4 
going into the night, includ¬ 
ing a 53-yard game-winner 
at Denver in Week 2. 
MONDAY NIGHT SADNESS 
The Redskins lost their eighth 
consecutive Monday night 
game, tying for the second- 
longest streak in league his¬ 
tory. They've now lost 17 of 
their past 18 Monday night 
home games. 

INJURIES 

Bears: DT Akiem Hicks left 
early in the fourth quar¬ 
ter with a knee injury. ... RT 
Bobby Massie was a sur¬ 
prise scratch with what 
coach Matt Nagy called "a 
small case of vertigo."... DE 
Bilal Nichols was out with a 
broken hand. 

Redskins: TE Jordan Reed 
(concussion) missed a third 
consecutive game, and CB 
Quinton Dunbar (knee) was 
out for the second week in 
a row. 

UP NEXT 

Bears: Host former Redskins 
QB Kirk Cousins and the 
Minnesota Vikings on Sun¬ 
day. 

Redskins: Look to avoid 
an 0-4 start when they visit 
Daniel Jones and the New 
York Giants on Sunday.Q 



Washington Redskins quarterback Case Keenum, center, fumbles the ball as he is hit by several 
of the Chicago Bears defenders during the second half of an NFL football game Monday, Sept. 23, 
2019, in Landover, Md. 

Associated Press 
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Cardinals beat Diamondbacks 9-7 for 6th straight win 



St. Louis Cardinals' Paul Goldschmidt connects for a two-run home run against the Arizona 
Diamondbacks during the third inning of a baseball game Monday, Sept. 23, 2019, in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt hit a two-run homer 
in his return to Chase Field, 
and the St. Louis Cardinals 
beat the Arizona Diamond- 
backs 9-7 Monday night for 
their sixth straight win. 
Yadier Molina also con¬ 
nected as the Cardinals 
moved 3 1/2 games of idle 
Milwaukee in the NL Cen¬ 
tral. St. Louis has five games 
remaining in the regular 
season while Milwaukee 
has six. 

The Diamondbacks were 
eliminated from postsea¬ 
son contention. 
Goldschmidt had a big 
night in his return to the des¬ 
ert after playing eight years 
for the Diamondbacks from 
2011 -18. He got a loud ova¬ 
tion from fans in the first 
inning. Adam Wainwright 
(14-9) won his fifth straight 
start, allowing five runs over 
five innings. Carlos Martinez 
earned his 24th save. 
Arizona’s Alex Young (7-5) 
surrendered six runs in five 
innings. 

RAYS 7, RED SOX 4 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 

Ji-Man Choi, Brandon Lowe 
and Willy Adames homered 
during Tampa Bay's six-run 
fourth inning, and the Rays 
moved into sole possession 
of the second AL wild card. 
The Rays hold a half-game 
lead over Cleveland, which 
had the day off. 


Boston slugger J.D. Martinez 
drove in a run to become 
the ninth player in franchise 
history to have at least 35 
homers and 100 RBIs in mul¬ 
tiple seasons. 

Colin Poche, the ninth 
Tampa Bay pitcher, struck 
out Christian Vazquez and 
Xander Bogaerts with two 
on in the ninth for his sec¬ 
ond save. Austin Pruitt (3-0) 
worked one inning. 

Bobby Poyner (0-1) got the 
loss. 

NATIONALS 7, PHILLIES 2 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pat¬ 
rick Corbin pitched six ef¬ 


fective innings, and the Na¬ 
tionals strengthened their 
playoff positioning. 

Adam Eaton, Yan Gomes 
and Trea Turner homered 
for Washington, which 
moved a half-game ahead 
of idle Milwaukee for the 
top spot in the wild-card 
standings. The Nationals re¬ 
duced their magic number 
to clinch a playoff berth to 
three. 

Corbin (14-7) matched his 
career high for wins in the 
first season of a $140 million, 
six-year contract. 
Philadelphia's Zach Eflin (9- 


13) permitted five runs and 
eight hits in five innings. The 
Phillies were pushed to the 
brink of elimination after 
beginning the season with 
great expectations after 
signing former Washington 
slugger Bryce Harper to a 
blockbuster deal. 

MARLINS 8, METS 4 
NEW YORK (AP) — Steven 
Matz allowed two hom¬ 
ers to Jorge Alfaro, includ¬ 
ing a grand slam, and the 
Mets lost to the Marlins to 
dim their fading postseason 
hopes. 

Amed Rosario cut into Mi¬ 


ami's big lead with his own 
slam, but the Mets dropped 
five games behind idle Mil¬ 
waukee for the final NL 
playoff spot with six games 
remaining. They also trail 
Washington by 5 1 /2 games 
for the top wild card after 
the Nationals beat Phila¬ 
delphia 7-2. 

New York (81-75) would be 
locked out of the postsea¬ 
son with a loss Tuesday and 
victories by Washington 
and Milwaukee. 

Matz (10-10) permitted six 
runs in five-plus innings in his 
100th big league start. 
Marlins left-hander Caleb 
Smith (10-10) allowed four 
runs in six innings. 

BLUE JAYS 11, ORIOLES 10, 
15 INNINGS 

TORONTO (AP) — Anthony 
Alford hit a game-ending 
drive in the 15th inning for 
his first career homer, send¬ 
ing Toronto to the victory. 
Alford connected against 
rookie right-hander Ryan 
Eades (0-1), who was trying 
to close out a third consec¬ 
utive scoreless inning. 
Baltimore’s Chris Davis 
homered against Jordan 
Romano in the 12th, but 
the Blue Jays tied it in the 
bottom half on Jonathan 
Davis’ sacrifice fly. 

Jason Adam (3-0) worked 
one inning for the win. 
Austin Hays homered twice 
and drove in five runs for 
Baltimore. a 


Yelich 

Continued from Page 18 

The home run races are 
also tight. Pete Alonso of 
the Mets leads Eugenio 
Suarez of the Reds 50-48 in 
the NL. The AL race is tied 
at 45 between Jorge Soler 
of the Royals and Mike 
Trout of the Angels, but 
the injured Trout is done 
for the year. Elsewhere 
around the majors: 
MILESTONE 


Giants manager Bruce 
Bochy, who is retiring at 
the end of the season, 
earned his 2,000th victory 
Wednesday night when 
San Francisco routed 
Boston 11-3. The Giants 
had champagne in the 
clubhouse to celebrate. 
Reaching the milestone 
was not a foregone con¬ 
clusion by any means. The 
Giants won 64 games in 
2017 and 73 last year, but 



Milwaukee Brewers' Christian 
Yelich, center, talks with gen¬ 
eral manager David Stearns, 
left, and owner Mark Attana- 
sio, right, before a baseball 
game against the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, Sunday, Sept. 22, 
2019, in Milwaukee. 

Associated Press 


they've already reached 
75 in 2019 with a few 
games still to go. 

OFF-FIELD PROBLEMS 

As baseball prepares to 
take center stage with the 
start of the postseason, 
there was troubling news 
off the field. Pirates closer 
Felipe Vazquez was ar¬ 
rested on multiple felony 
charges, including statuto¬ 
ry sexual assault, soliciting 
a child and pornography. 
Also, Yankees pitcher 
Domingo German was 


placed on administrative 
leave under Major League 
Baseball's domestic vio¬ 
lence policy. 

TRIVIA ANSWER 
The Colorado players who 
have won batting titles are 
Andres Galarraga (1993), 
Walker (1998, 1999, 2001), 
Todd Helton (2000), Matt 
Holliday (2007), Carlos 
Gonzalez (2010), Michael 
Cuddyer (2013), Justin 
Morneau (2014), LeMa- 
hieu (2016) and Charlie 
Blackmon (2017).□ 



























New York Giants quarterback Daniel Jones (8) runs 7-yards for a touchdown during the second 
half of an NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers Sunday, Sept. 22, 2019, in Tampa, 
Fla. 

Associated Press 

Mobility key for young QBs 
thrown onto field early in NFL 


By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Writer 

It’s an NFL rite each season that young 
quarterbacks find themselves playing ear¬ 
ly whether because of high draft status, 
injuries or simply a struggling team looking 
for a spark. 

Injuries already have forced Gardner Min- 
shew of the Jaguars, Mason Rudolph in 
Pittsburgh and Kyle Allen of Carolina into 
the lineup, while the Giants decided the 
future is now in turning from Eli Manning to 
Daniel Jones. 

They’re all getting their chance to show 
what they can do with Dwayne Haskins 
potentially on deck soon in Washington. 
They often find themselves behind porous 
offensive lines or facing defenses that 
make getting the ball out quickly a chal¬ 
lenge. So the ability to extend plays against 
NFL pressure is the biggest key — even if 
athleticism comes in a lot of different ways 
for quarterbacks, according to Jaguars of¬ 
fensive coordinator John DeFilippo. 

“There are a lot of guys like Nick Foies, 
Tom Brady, who aren’t the fastest guys 
out there, but have tremendous pocket 
athleticism in terms of being able to throw 
off-balanced, being able to move in the 
pocket and keep their feet in the throw,” 
DeFilippo said. 

“Pocket athleticism and playing quarter¬ 
back in this league is a very huge attribute 
to have.” 

Some of the younger quarterbacks are 
also quick on their feet. Baltimore’s Lamar 
Jackson ranks in the top 20 of the NFL’s 
leading rushers, while Arizona drafted Kyler 
Murray with the No. 1 overall pick in April 
for that reason. Patrick Mahomes of Kan¬ 
sas City won the 2018 NFL MVP award by 
making plays in and out of the pocket. 

The New York Giants turned to Jones, the 
sixth pick overall in April out of Duke, look¬ 


ing to someone who brings more mobility 
to the quarterback position than Eli Man¬ 
ning. The 38-year-old veteran has only sev¬ 
en career rushing touchdowns and never 
averaged more than 2.2 rushing attempts 
a game in any of his previous 15 seasons. 
Jones ran for 1,323 yards and 17 touch¬ 
downs in his career at Duke, and he de¬ 
buted Sunday by becoming the first rookie 
quarterback since 1970 with at least 300 
yards passing, two TD passes and two rush¬ 
ing TDs in a single game leading the Giants 
to a 32-31 win over Tampa Bay. 

The rookie ran only once during the pre¬ 
season, though Giants coach Pat Shurmur 
said that wasn’t to hide Jones' legs. 

“There was only one call there that was 
going to become a potential run," Shur¬ 
mur said. “Most of the running around 
were drop back passes where he felt like it 
was right to scramble." 

Minshew averaged only 2.1 yards rushing 
at Washington State last season. Now fill¬ 
ing in for Foies, Minshew ran for 56 yards on 
six carries in a 13-12 loss to Houston in the 
first start of his NFL career, including an 18- 
yard run on fourth-and-10 that gave the 
Jaguars a chance at a late comeback. 
He ran four times for 18 yards in Jackson¬ 
ville's 20-7 victory over Tennessee. 

Titans linebacker Jayon Brown said Min¬ 
shew did everything he needed to win. 
Minshew’s rushing helped the Jaguars (1- 
2) finish with 88 yards on the ground. 
“When the rush lanes were there, he took 
advantage of it, scrambled and made 
plays,” Brown said. 

Minshew still has some “happy feet” mov¬ 
ing a bit too much in the pocket, and De¬ 
Filippo would like the sixth-round pick to 
slide a bit earlier too. 

“We've talked about that,” DeFilippo said. 
“That just comes with experience and 
playing time.”0 



This is a Sept. 24, 2018, file photo showing then-Golden State 
Warriors' Kevin Durant posing for photos during media day at 
the NBA basketball team's practice facility in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Nets not planning 
for Durant to 
play this season 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Brooklyn Nets expect to 
wait a year before Kevin 
Durant plays for them. 
General manager Sean 
Marks said Tuesday the 
Nets are planning this sea¬ 
son without the injured All- 
Star. He added Durant will 
have a say in determining 
when he's ready. 

“With Kevin, I think what 
we're going to say is the 
expectations are that he'll 
be out for the year,” Marks 
said. Durant is recovering 
from surgery to repair a rup¬ 
tured Achilles tendon. He 
was injured while playing 
for Golden State in the NBA 
Finals, then left the Warriors 
to sign with the Nets in July. 
At the time, the Nets left 
open the possibility that 
Durant could play this sea¬ 
son. That's still possible, but 
Marks isn’t banking on it. 
“I’ve been excited to see, I 
think we all have, how he’s 
approached this rehab, 
which has been great, very 
refreshing and energizing 
for the whole group," Marks 
said. “But at the end of the 
day, this is a long-term plan 
here. This was never about 
this next season. This is 
about getting an elite ath¬ 
lete back to elite physical 
shape on the court, what¬ 
ever that takes.” 

Durant returned from an 
injured calf muscle he suf¬ 
fered in the postseason for 
Game 5 of the NBA Finals, 
but lasted only 12 min¬ 
utes before leaving with a 
more severe injury. “I think 


you're looking at one of 
the great competitors out 
there, so I think I would be 
remiss if I said no, he prob¬ 
ably doesn’t want to play,” 
Marks said. “I think it's obvi¬ 
ous he wants to play, but I 
think there’s more at stake 
here. 

“This is, again, a long-term 
approach. There are a 
lot of people with a lot of 
sweat equity in this from the 
rehab perspective and so 
forth. And so I think it'll be 
a group that makes the de¬ 
cision, and obviously Kevin 
included as to when and 
how that return is made.” 

In the meantime, Marks 
thinks Durant will try to 
be around his new team, 
though he can’t predict 
how much. He isn’t even 
sure yet whether Durant will 
accompany the Nets to 
China next month for their 
exhibition games against 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 
Durant is expected to 
speak Friday when the Nets 
hold their media day. 

He signed with Brooklyn 
along with fellow All-Star 
Kyrie Irving, who was hurt 
Tuesday when he was el¬ 
bowed during a pickup 
game. Marks doesn’t be¬ 
lieve the injury is serious, 
although Irving went for an 
evaluation accompanied 
by coach Kenny Atkinson. 
When Durant and Irving join 
a team that won 42 games 
and made the playoffs last 
season, the Nets could turn 
into one of the top con¬ 
tenders in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference. They know it could 
take a season. □ 
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IndyCar closes season feeling relevant again 


By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
MONTEREY, Calif. (AP) — It 

feels like the 1990s again in 
IndyCar, which closed its 
season with a throwback 
tour to a pair of treasured 
old haunts, a compelling 
championship race and 
a rookie class that proved 
the little series can still at¬ 
tract top talent. 

Is IndyCar back? Not ex¬ 
actly. 

But the slow rebuild back to 
relevancy took another big 
step with a successful sea¬ 
son capped by Josef New- 
garden’s second champi¬ 
onship in three years. The 
American won the crown 
driving for Team Penske at 
Laguna Seca Raceway, a 
beloved and beautiful per¬ 
manent road course high 
in the hills of Monterey that 
had been dropped from 
the IndyCar schedule 14 
years ago. 

The season finale followed 
IndyCar’s second consec¬ 
utive visit to Portland, an¬ 
other old favorite from the 
days when the open wheel 
series was the most popular 
form of motorsports in the 
United States. But infighting, 
greed and jealously led to 
a devastating series split, 
allowed NASCAR to take 
over as king of American 
motorsports, and Portland 
and Laguna Seca became 
nothing more than fond 
memories of the headier 
days. 

As IndyCar has clawed its 
way toward a renaissance, 
it has in many ways re¬ 
turned to its roots. 

“I think the teams, when 
you look at them top to 
bottom, it’s competitive,” 
said Roger Penske, who 
won his 16th championship 
and 18th Indianapolis 500 
this season. “I think the rules 
are in great shape, and it’s 


affordable to go racing in 
IndyCar now, which I think 
is key. 

“If we keep the rules the 
way they are, then we 
can get data equity, we 
need to come back to 
these tracks the same time 
every year, and that’s go¬ 
ing to grow this fan base. 
I think the races are the 
right length, and we have 
a really key TV partner with 
NBC. It was a real superstar 
event for us, and obviously 
for the whole series and the 
IndyCar family and indus¬ 
try.” 

The returns to Portland and 
Laguna Seca sparked a 
trip down memory lane for 
many in the paddock, who 
found themselves giddy 
over the crowds eager to 
greet old friends. In Port¬ 
land, they celebrated Greg 
Moore, a budding superstar 
on his way into a seat with 
Roger Penske when he was 
killed in the 1999 season fi¬ 
nale. The gathering was just 
like the old days, when driv¬ 
ers and teams competed 
all weekend then wrapped 
up the event with a blow¬ 
out party, and the one in 
Portland was a reminder 
of how much fun the series 
used to be. 

Then IndyCar moved on to 
Laguna Seca, where every¬ 
one reminisced about Bry¬ 
an Herta’s 1996 loss when 
Alex Zanardi pulled off 
an impossible pass in the 
famed corkscrew turn. The 
topic came up time and 
again as Herta’s son, now a 
19-year-old phenom in the 
series, dazzled in every ses¬ 
sion. 

Colton Herta was fast as 
soon as he got his Harding 
Steinbrenner Racing car 
onto the circuit, and just 
an hour before qualifying 
it was announced he and 
his team would be pulled 
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Josef Newgarden, left, kisses the trophy after winning the championship after an IndyCar auto 
race at Laguna Seca Raceway in Monterey, Calif., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2019. 


inside of Andretti Autosport 
next season. 

Herta then won the pole — 
he did at Portland, too — 
and led all but seven laps 
Sunday for his second win 
of the season. The first vic¬ 
tory, days before his 19th 
birthday back in March, 
made him the youngest 
winner in IndyCar history. 
The victory was not enough 
to hold off a determined Fe¬ 
lix Rosenqvist in the race for 
rookie of the year. Rosen¬ 
qvist believed he had a car 
capable of winning Sun¬ 
day’s finale, only to have 
his chances dashed by a 
penalty in qualifying that 
relegated him to a 14th- 
place starting position at a 
track where passing is quite 
difficult. The Swede had the 
drive of the race in finishing 
fifth and denying Herta a 
sweep of all the awards. 
Then came the celebration 
for Newgarden, who was 
unusually emotional over 
this second championship. 
He sobbed after the race, 


and was still choking back 
tears nearly two hours later. 
He grew up in Tennessee, 
but wasn't really interested 
in NASCAR and wanted to 
be an open-wheel racer. 
Same with Alexander Rossi, 
a California kid who saw his 
first race when he was 3, 
when his father brought him 
to Laguna Seca and made 
it an annual affair. But the 
declining health of IndyCar 
drove Newgarden, Rossi, 
Herta, Santino Ferrucci — 
all Americans — to Europe 
for its ladder system toward 
Formula One. 

Now they are all back, and 
others around the world 
are taking notice. 

“I would encourage any¬ 
one to come over here. I 
know many guys are look¬ 
ing to do it, and some of 
my friends, they're always 
asking about IndyCar, 
how are the ovals," said 
Rosenqvist. “Maybe a lot 
of drivers are scared of the 
ovals, which I can under¬ 
stand. I challenge anyone 


Associated Press 

to come here and do well 
on the ovals immediately. 
Doing well in the champi¬ 
onship itself for sure is not 
easy. It’s been the biggest 
challenge I've had. 

“But yeah, I really hope 
that more Europeans come 
over here and bring Indy¬ 
Car more to Europe be¬ 
cause there's a big racing 
audience there.” 

As IndyCar touted its plans 
in safety, technology and 
growth, an emphasis was 
placed on an upcoming 
hybrid system and new en¬ 
gine formula for 2022 with 
lower downforce and an 
increase toward 900 horse¬ 
power. 

The vision for the series is 
very simple right now: Re¬ 
visit what made racing Indy 
cars so very popular and 
get back to that model. 
“It's very important that we 
remain true to our DNA, 
and our DNA is fast, loud, 
authentic and unapologet- 
ic,” said Jay Frye, president 
of IndyCar.Q 


MLS lifts ban on anti-Nazi symbol following fan protests 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 

Major League Soccer is lifting its ban on signs 
and banners featuring an anti-Nazi symbol for 
the remainder of the season and the playoffs. 
A handful of fans in Portland were prohibit¬ 
ed from attending matches this season after 
challenging a ban on the Iron Front, a sym¬ 
bol with three arrows pointed downward and 


to the left that was first used by an anti-Nazi 
paramilitary group in the 1930s. The league 
had said the emblem violated a ban on politi¬ 
cal displays included in the MLS fan code of 
conduct adopted this season. 

MLS maintained the symbol is political be¬ 
cause it has been appropriated by antifa, 
loosely organized militant groups of anti-fas¬ 
cists that sometimes engage in violence. Sup¬ 


porters' groups maintain the Iron Front repre¬ 
sents opposition to fascism and persecution 
— a human rights issue, not a political stance. 
Portland Timbers and Seattle Sounders sup¬ 
porters' groups, as well as the Independent 
Supporters’ Council, protested the ban, and 
some fans across the league continued to 
use the symbol on flags, banners and signs at 
games. □ 
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Treating Blood Pressure Problems 
[hypertension] 



By: Carlos M Viana, CCN, 
OMD 


Hypertension, high blood pressure is a risk fac¬ 
tor associated with heart attacks and strokes. 
Blood pressure readings involve two number, 
one above the other. The top number, which is 
also the higher of the two numbers, measures 
the pressure in the arteries when the heart beats, 
that is, when the heart muscle contracts. The 
top number is called the Systolic number. The 
bottom number, the Diastolic, which is also the 
lower of the two numbers, measures the pres¬ 
sure in the arteries between heartbeats (when 
the heart muscle is resting between beats and 
refilling with blood). 

I consider abnormal blood pressure to be more 
than 140/90. Like an overinflated tire or bal¬ 
loon, that can rupture, a burst blood vessel in 
the brain causes a stroke and in the heart blood 
vessels that are blocked or broken can cause a 
heart attack. 

When the largest artery in the body, the aorta, 
is torn or ruptured, traumatic aortic rupture is a 
life- threatening condition. Blood pressure prob¬ 
lems should not be ignored and should instead, 
if possible, be treated with natural supplements. 
Clinically, I have found that there are many rea¬ 
sons that produce high blood pressure, weak 
blood, or anemia, high cholesterol, pre- diabe¬ 
tes, stress, tight blood vessels or liver problems. 
Fortunately, we can treat many of the different 


reasons that develop hypertension with natural 
dietary supplements made from organic food. 
Low blood count reduces your blood’s ability to 
carry oxygen through your body. To compen¬ 
sate, your heart starts beating faster and stron¬ 
ger. Blood pressure rises. 

The human body needs vitamin B12 to make 
red blood cells, nerves, DNA, and carry out oth¬ 
er functions. The average adult should get 2.4 
micrograms a day. Like most vitamins, B12 can’t 
be made by the body. Instead, it must be got¬ 
ten from food or supplements. In older people, 
B12 deficiency has been linked to dementia. 
This deficiency has also been linked to other 
neurodegenerative disorders such as multiple 
sclerosis and Parkinson’s disease. 

Individuals who experience even slightly re¬ 
duced levels of vitamin B12 also tend to have 
elevated homocysteine levels. Homocysteine 
is an amino acid used normally by the body in 
making energy and making muscles. Elevated 
concentrations in the blood are thought to in¬ 
crease the risk for heart disease by damaging 
the lining of blood vessels and increasing the 
risk of blood clot formation. 

Always make sure you are taking a B complex 
with your B 12 or other B’s. They work best to¬ 
gether. 

When I studied and worked as a Traditional Chi¬ 
nese Medical doctor in Shanghai one of our 
principle natural medicines was rice that had 
a yeast or fungus growing on the grains. The 
yeast called Monascus purpureus, turns the rice 
a red color. Called Red yeast rice, it has a long 
history of use as both a food and a medicine 
in China. Red yeast rice contains natural mo- 
nacolin K, which has properties very similar to 
cholesterol-lowering prescription medications 
known as statins. 

Besides helping the liver convert the cholesterol 
into a healthier bile, clinical tests have looked 
at the benefits of red yeast rice to treat other 
cardiovascular disorders, including hyperten¬ 
sion, high blood pressure. 

With low, weak blood or low blood sugar, hy¬ 
poglycemia, the body tightens or constricts the 


blood vessels to increase oxygen and glucose 
movement. Constriction of the blood vessels 
is the body’s way to raise the blood pressure. 
By narrowing the passage in the blood vessels, 
blood flows more slowly to the organs and the 
arms and legs. 

I prescribe Biotin supplementation to reduces 
systolic blood pressure by helping arteries be 
smoother and able to relax more. Mari Wata- 
nabe-Kamiyama reported in the British Journal 
of Nutrition that biotin has beneficial effects on 
hypertension and the frequency of stroke. 

Biotin is one of the B complex vitamins that help 
the body convert food into energy. 

The word biotin comes from the ancient Greek 
word “biotos,” which means “life" or “suste¬ 
nance.” B vitamins, and specifically biotin, help 
keep your skin, hair, eyes, liver, and nervous sys¬ 
tem healthy. Biotin is also a crucial nutrient dur¬ 
ing pregnancy, as it’s important for embryonic 
growth. 

When a new patient has blood pressure of 140 
over 90 or more, I do a blood test to check for 
Insulin resistance (pre-diabetes). 

The National Diabetes Information Clearing¬ 
house reports high blood sugar contributes to 
high blood pressure. One of the proposed uses 
of the herb milk thistle is to lower blood sugar 
levels, which may ultimately cause a decrease 
in blood pressure. Mayo Clinic states animal 
and laboratory research found milk thistle may 
be capable of lowering high cholesterol levels. 
If this is true, milk thistle may help lower blood 
pressure by eliminating excessive cholesterol 
within the arteries. For centuries natural physi¬ 
cians have used milk thistle to help the liver de¬ 
toxify. 

Get the Point! Years ago, nutritionists would take 
your blood pressure, have you eat one food 
and check your blood pressure ten minutes 
later. If your blood pressure rose more than ten 
points, that food was considered to be intoler¬ 
ant, or not good for you. The food - blood pres¬ 
sure connection is well established. Thankfully, 
we can use natural food dietary supplements 
to help control our blood pressure naturally.Q 
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Weak consumer confidence pulls stocks lower 



In this Sept. 18, 2019, file photo trader James Denaro works at the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — U S. 

stocks fell in midday trading 
Tuesday as a weak con¬ 
sumer confidence report 
smothered investor confi¬ 
dence ahead of upcom¬ 
ing U.S.-China trade nego¬ 
tiations. The market initially 
sprang forward following 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Ste¬ 
ven Mnuchin's confirmation 
that trade negotiations will 
resume the week of Oct.7. 
Stocks quickly pulled back 
however after a report 
showed that consumer 
confidence fell sharply in 
September, in large part 
because of the economi¬ 
cally damaging trade war 
and uncertainty over its 
resolution. 

Technology stocks reversed 
course from their opening 
and led the decline by mid¬ 
day. Chipmaker Intel fell 
1.2% and Qualcomm fell 
1.7%. The sector is particu¬ 
larly sensitive to trade war 
developments as many 
companies rely on China 
for sales and supply chains. 
Energy stocks were among 
the biggest losers as crude 
oil prices dipped. Schlum- 
berger fell 1.2% and Halli¬ 
burton fell 2.7%. 

Investors shifted money into 
consumer product makers 
and utilities. Both those sec¬ 


tors moved higher as they 
are typically considered 
safer places to shift money 
when economic growth is 
uncertain. 

Bonds rose and pushed 
yields lower in another sign 
that investors were becom¬ 
ing more cautious follow¬ 
ing the weak consumer 
confidence data. The 
yield on the 10-year Trea¬ 
sury slipped to 1.66% from 
1.7% late Monday. Banks, 
including Citigroup, slid 
on the lower bond yields. 
The lower yields hamper a 


bank's ability to raise inter¬ 
est rates on loans. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 

500 index fell 0.3% as of 
noon Eastern time. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver¬ 
age fell 38 points, or 0.1%, 
to 26,914 The Nasdaq fell 
0 . 8 %. 

OVERSEAS: Stocks in Asia 
edged higher. China's cen¬ 
tral bank governor said 
policy will stay "stable and 
healthy," suggesting there 
are no plans to cut interest 
rates to help stimulate eco¬ 
nomic growth. 


European stocks were 
mixed. A slowdown in eco¬ 
nomic growth and Britain's 
planned Oct. 31 exit from 
the European Union con¬ 
tinue weighing on inves¬ 
tors. The Ifo institute's latest 
report shows that German 
business confidence has 
picked up slightly after a 
five-month decline, but 
managers are more pes¬ 
simistic about their outlook 
for the next half-year. 
LACKING CONFIDENCE: 
The Conference Board, a 
business research group. 


reported that its consumer 
confidence index fell to 
125.1 in September from a 
revised reading of 134.2 in 
August. The measure is im¬ 
portant because consum¬ 
ers have been the key sup¬ 
port for the U.S. economic 
expansion even as the 
trade war hurts manufac¬ 
turing. 

STOCKS LOSING STEAM: The 

market has become weak¬ 
er as September nears its 
end. Stocks are on track 
for another weekly loss as 
investor ease up following 
weeks of gains. 

The S&P 500 notched a 
2.8% gain the first week of 
September, but then pulled 
back to a 1.8% and 1 % gain 
the following weeks. It fell 
0.5% last week and is head¬ 
ed for a slight loss so far this 
week. The U.S.-China trade 
war and the uncertainty it 
is producing has been the 
main cause of concern for 
investors. Both sides have 
pulled back somewhat re¬ 
cently from a series of es¬ 
calating tariffs and other 
measures. Still, investors are 
cautious, considering that 
previous negotiations have 
failed to produce a deal. 
BUSTED TIRE: AutoZone fell 
4.4% after the auto parts re¬ 
tailer’s fiscal fourth quarter 
sales fell shy of Wall Street 
forecasts. □ 


German business survey does little to dispel recession fears 


By DAVID McHUGH 
GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — German 
business confidence has 
picked up slightly after a 
five-month decline, but 
managers are more pes¬ 
simistic about their outlook 
for the next half-year. Ana¬ 


lysts said the data did little 
to dispel fears Germany 
has entered a shallow re¬ 
cession. 

The Ifo institute said Tues¬ 
day that its monthly confi¬ 
dence index edged up to 
94.6 points in September 
from 94.3 in August. 

That was marginally better 


than economists' forecast 
of a rise to 94.5 and due en¬ 
tirely to managers' brighter 
assessment of their current 
situation. Their expecta¬ 
tions for the next six months 
unexpectedly worsened. 
The survey is based on re¬ 
sponses from some 9,000 
firms in Germany, Europe's 
biggest economy. 

The economy contracted 
slightly in the April-June pe¬ 


riod and is considered likely 
to shrink again in the cur¬ 
rent quarter, putting it in a 
technical recession. 
Carsten Brzeski, chief econ¬ 
omist at ING Germany 
bank, said the result was "a 
breather but no relief." 

"The likelihood of another 
contraction of the German 
economy in the third quar¬ 
ter and hence a technical 
recession increases almost 


by the day," he wrote in a 
note. Germany publishes 
growth data for the third 
quarter on Nov. 140 
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Conceptis Sudoku 


1 


2 




7 




3 


1 


8 


9 




8 




4 




5 


7 


2 


6 

1 





3 






6 

9 

4 

1 

5 

8 

7 




7 




2 





5 




3 






8 

4 

9 





Difficulty Level ★★★ 9/25 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 “What’s Love Got 

_with It?”; Tina 

Turner hit 
5111 

9 _ up; arrive 
13 Makes level; 
smooths 

15 Leo XIII or PiusX 

16 Reason towed 

17 Summarize 

18 Crude; coarse 

20 Ending lor hero 
or exam 

21 Hearing organ 

23 Forty-_; 

California Gold 
Rush miners 

24 Touches down on 
the tarmac 

26 Carp 

27 Sham; artificial 
29 Arranges 

32 Makes money 

33 _ over; 
disregard 

35 Certain vote 

37 Flat strip of wood 

38 Hairdos 

39 Angelou or 
Rudolph 

40 Tit for _ 

41 Good wood for 
floats 

42 Bishop’s hat 

43 Insist on 

45 Dissolved 

46 As happy _ clam 

47 Country estate 

48 Calm 

51 Wedding vow 

52 MA’s Cape _ 

55 Bold; cheeky 
58 First prime 

minister of India 

60 Talon 

61 To boot 

62 “Swing Low, _ 
Chariot" 

63 American _; 
ND’s state trees 

64 Easy to reach 

65 Jittery 

DOWN 

1 Actress Garr 

2 Baker’s need 

3 Slow down 
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4 Stop _ dime 

5 _ on; incites 

6 Charged atom 

7 Life-saving 
technique 

8 Sharpness; 
acumen 

9 Injured arm 
supports 

10 Sharpen 

11 Go _; review 

12 Ties the knot 
14 _ foolishly; 

squanders 
19 Italian autos 
22 “Much _ About 
Nothing” 

25 Dad’s sister 

27 _ control; 
Orkin’s business 

28 Coleslaw, e.g. 

29 Couch 

30 Single & going 
with no one 

31 Check recipient 

33 Precious metal 

34 Fleur-de-_ 

36 Linear measure 
38 Pierre Trudeau, 
for one 
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39 Pepper grinder 49 Soothe 

41 Fundamental 50 Actor West 

42 Sweet gourds 53 Neighbor of Calif. 

44 Large parrots 54 Obligation 

45 Prefix for day or 56 “Grand _ Opry” 

wife 57 Nation with the 

47 Part of a baseball most immigrants: 

cap abbr. 

48 Rate of speed 59 Lamb’s mother 
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Colorado 
driver puts 
injured 
bobcat in 
car next to 
child 


Associated Press 
COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colo. (AP) — Officials have 
a warning after a Colora¬ 
do Springs woman put an 
injured bobcat in her car, 
inches away from where 
her child was in a safety 
seat: Don't pick up wildlife. 
Colorado Parks and Wild¬ 
life spokesman Bill Vogrin 
says the woman spotted 
the injured adult male cat 
while driving, wrapped it 
in a blanket and put it in 
the back of her SUV on 
Wednesday. 

A boy, about 3 years old, 
was in the back seat. 
Agency officials told her to 
get her boy and herself out 
of the vehicle when she 
called to ask what to do. 
Vogrin says District Wild¬ 
life Manager Sarah Wat¬ 
son responded to the 
call, opened a door and 
slammed it shut when she 
spotted the 20-pound (9-ki- 
logram) cat. 

Watson used a trapping 
device to remove the ani¬ 
mal, which was hissing and 
resisting despite severe 
internal injuries and para¬ 
lyzed rear legs. 

The mortally injured cat 
was euthanized.Q 
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Classifieds 


EUROPEAN 

ANTIQUES 
ANTIQUE MALL @ 

Rococo Plaza ret 4a 
BIG SALE 

Open Daily 9am-4pm 
ROCOCO PLAZA 
FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY OCT 6. 9-1 
Info whatsap 741-5640 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $16500 
Oceanview $15500 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16500 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B OV $ 10k 


FOR SALE 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $1,995 

Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
start $1,995 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 

_211687 

FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Gold Season 

2B oceanview villa w/kitchen 
sleeps 8 

$12k or best offer 
E-mail: jan922@comcast.net 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Commercial property close to 
the new Container Port in 
Barcadera, build-up 424 m2, 
land 2400 m2 for $337,078. 

For more details 
contact Mito at 593 6318 

_211726 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

Two large 2 bedrooms/1 
bathroom apartments at Bubali/ 
Noord, one fully furnished, ideal 
for short term rentals and for 
$298,000.00 

Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_211726 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 

_211726 


** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the#l 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


ARUBA 

/ fesm 



Violence Against Women 




HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 25 

Monarch 
September 26 

Carnival Horizon 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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A spoonful less sugar, tad more fat: U.S. diets still lacking 



In this Monday, Oct. 1,2018 file photo, a shop owner reaches into a drink display refrigerator at his 
convenience store in Kent, Wash. 


By LINDSEY TANNER 
AP Medical Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Ameri¬ 
cans’ diets are a little less 
sweet and a little crunchier 
but there's still too much 
sugar, white bread and 
artery-clogging fat, a study 
suggests. 

Overall, the authors esti¬ 
mated there was a mod¬ 
est improvement over 16 
years on the government's 
healthy eating index, from 
estimated scores of 56 to 
58. That's hardly cause for 
celebration — 100 is the 
top score. 

Diets are still too heavy on 
foods that can contribute 
to heart disease, diabetes, 
obesity and other preva¬ 
lent U.S. health problems, 
said co-author Fang Fang 
Zhang, a nutrition research¬ 
er at Tufts University near 
Boston. The study was pub¬ 
lished Tuesday in the Jour¬ 
nal of the American Medi¬ 
cal Association. The results 
are from an analysis of U.S. 
government health surveys 
from 1999 to 2016 involving 
nearly 44,000 adults. 
"Despite observed im¬ 
provements," the authors 
wrote, "important dietary 
challenges" remain. 

Among them: Getting 
Americans to cut down 
on snack foods, hot dogs. 


fatty beef, butter and other 
foods containing saturated 
fats. The study found these 
unhealthy fats increased 
from 11.5% to almost 12% 
of daily calories, above the 
recommended 10% limit. 
And while the biggest 
change was a small drop in 
added sugars, from about 
16% to roughly 14%, that's 
still too high. The govern¬ 
ment says less than 10% 
of daily calories should 
come from added sugars. 


Researchers think fewer 
sweetened sodas con¬ 
tributed to the decline, 
but Zhang noted added 
sugars are often found in 
foods that don't even seem 
sweet, including some yo¬ 
gurts and tomato sauce. 
Fruits, nuts, oatmeal and 
other whole grains are 
among the types of foods 
adults ate slightly more of. 
Still, each of those contrib¬ 
uted to less than 5% of daily 
calories in 2016, the study 


Associated Press 

found. Salt intake dipped 
slightly and a small decline 
in fruit juice contributed to 
a drop in low-quality carbs. 
But these still amount to 42% 
of daily calories, including 
many likely from highly pro¬ 
cessed white bread and 
other refined grains, Zhang 
said. The study is based on 
in-person health surveys 
conducted every two years 
that ask adults to recall 
what foods they ate in the 
previous 24 hours. Starting 


in 2003, adults were asked 
that question twice several 
days apart. 

The study lists food groups 
rather than individual 
foods; for example "whole 
grains," not oatmeal, and 
"refined grains," not white 
bread but Zhang said those 
two foods are among the 
most common grains in the 
U.S. diet. 

U.S. dietary guidelines rec¬ 
ommend a "healthy eating 
pattern" to reduce chanc¬ 
es of developing chronic 
disease. The focus should 
be on nutrient-dense foods 
including vegetables, fruits, 
whole grains, low-fat dairy 
products; plus varied pro¬ 
teins sources including sea¬ 
food, lean meats and poul¬ 
try, eggs nuts and seeds, 
the recommendations say. 
During the study years, U.S. 
diabetes rates almost dou¬ 
bled, to more than 7%; obe¬ 
sity rates increased during 
many of those years, with 
about 70% of U.S. adults 
now overweight or obese. 
Fleart disease remains the 
leading cause of death. 
Besides continued public 
health efforts, "Coopera¬ 
tion from the food industry" 
is key, a journal editorial 
said, including by reducing 
sugar, salt and saturated 
fats in foods. □ 


Greece: Oxygen-starved fish dying in drought-hit lake 



Dead fish lie on the shores of Koroneia Lake in northern Greece, 
on Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 



By COSTAS KANTOURIS 
Associated Press 
KORONEIA, Greece (AP) — 

Tens of thousands of dead 
fish have been found on 
the banks of a lake in a 
protected nature reserve in 
northern Greece after high 
temperatures and drought 
conditions caused a severe 
drop in water levels. 

State environmental of¬ 
ficials said Thursday that 
the water level at Lake 
Koroneia has dropped by 
more than 70% percent in 
the past three years, to 80 
centimeters (31 inches), 
with the decline triggering 
the death of carp, sunfish, 
bleak and other freshwater 
fish. 

Dimitra Bobori, an associ¬ 
ate biology professor at the 
University of Thessaloniki 
and the lake's senior ad¬ 
ministrator, said dissolved 
oxygen concentrations in 


the water had fallen below 
a critical level, accelerat¬ 
ing the deaths over the last 
week. 

"Due to the high tempera¬ 
tures, the solubility of oxy¬ 
gen is limited in the body 
of water that is left," Bobori 
said. "We have sent sam¬ 
ples of dead fish and wa¬ 
ter for toxicological testing, 
as high temperatures also 
give rise to toxicity levels." 
Once one of Greece's larg¬ 
est lakes, Koroneia is 30 ki¬ 
lometers (18.5 miles) east 
of Greece’s second-largest 
city Thessaloniki. 

Originally spanning 4,500 
hectares (11,000 acres), it 
has shrunk to about a third 
of its original size over the 
past three decades. 

The lake is part of the Eu¬ 
ropean Union's network of 
protected nature areas 
and Greek authorities have 
launched a long-term ef¬ 


fort to try and prevent Ko¬ 
roneia from drying out, em¬ 
ploying water diversions, 
temporary fishing bans, 
and a crackdown on the 
illegal disposal of industrial 
waste from nearby facto¬ 
ries. 

Water levels had stabilized 
at about three meters (10 
feet) by 2015, but summers 
are getting longer and hot¬ 
ter. 

"Over the last 20 years, 
there is no doubt that the 
weather has become hot¬ 
ter in this region, and the 
trend is worsening," Prodro- 
mos Zanis, a professor of 
meteorology and climate 
science at the University of 
Thessaloniki, told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

'The frequency of this phe¬ 
nomenon makes it statisti¬ 
cally likely that this is in part 
driven by manmade cli¬ 
mate change.'Q 
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Botanical illustration: Putting a timely focus on nature 


By KATHERINE ROTH 
Associated Press 

Think of botanical illustra¬ 
tors, and you might envi¬ 
sion a world of medieval 
herbalists, tulip or orchid 
collectors, or affluent 
young women of the 17th 
and 18th centuries making 
detailed drawings and wa- 
tercolors of garden plants. 
But there's nothing old- 
fashioned about botanical 
illustrations. 

"Plants and flowers eternal¬ 
ly speak to us, and there's 
a great admiration now 
for realistic drawings and 
observing nature, and a 
renewed interest in hand¬ 
made crafts," says Femke 
Speelberg, associate cu¬ 
rator in the department of 
drawings and prints at The 
Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York. 

"As a source of inspiration, 
the relationship between 
decor and nature has al¬ 
ways been very important," 
she says. 

Today, as we lose biodi¬ 
versity, botanical drawing 
is also an important way 
to examine and docu¬ 
ment plants that might 
not always be there, says 
Helen Bynum, who with 
her husband, William By¬ 
num, compiled "Botanical 
Sketchbooks" (Princeton 
Architectural Press, 2017), a 



This photo provided by The Metropolitan Museum of Art shows a watercolor over graphite by 
Anonymous titled "Decorative Design with Natural and Abstract Flowers," from the late 19th cen¬ 
tury. 


compendium of botanical 
illustrations by 80 artists from 
around the world. 

"Being a sketcher of what¬ 
ever ability makes you re¬ 
ally engage with what you 
are looking at it," says By¬ 
num. 

Botanical drawing dates 
back to at least to the times 
of the Pharaohs. It was par¬ 
ticularly developed in the 
Middle Ages, when plants 
were often used for medici¬ 


nal purposes and people 
needed to be able to tell 
safe from poisonous plants. 
A lot of plant families con¬ 
tain both. For instance, the 
nightshade family of plants 
includes Belladonna, a poi¬ 
sonous plant, and also edi¬ 
bles like tomatoes, peppers 
and eggplants. 

Explorers often brought a 
botanical artist along to 
record the plants encoun¬ 
tered. During "Tulip Mania" 


Associated Press 

in 17th century Holland, 
when rare bulbs sold for 
the equivalent of an aver¬ 
age person's annual salary, 
it was crucial for collectors 
and breeders to record 
each flower’s unique pat¬ 
terns and contours. 

And botanical art can be 
about more than accu¬ 
racy. 

Often, the story a botani¬ 
cal illustration tells is more 
mesmerizing than the per¬ 


fection of the drawing it¬ 
self, says Bynum. "What I 
learned doing this book is 
that you don't have to be 
a great artist to get things 
down on paper in a way 
that can communicate to 
other people," she says. 
Robin Jess runs the Botani¬ 
cal Art and Illustration pro¬ 
gram at the New York Bo¬ 
tanical Garden, the oldest 
certificate program in the 
subject in the country. 

"We tend to be very accu¬ 
rate, and to pay attention 
to all the details. We require 
that students take classes 
in plant morphology, so 
they understand what it is 
exactly that they are draw¬ 
ing. It requires a strong basis 
in botany," she explains. 

The garden is also the 
headquarters of the Ameri¬ 
can Society of Botanical 
Artists, with about 1,800 
members. 

"Contemporary botani¬ 
cal artists share a concern 
for the environment, par¬ 
ticularly in light of climate 
change, as well as for draw¬ 
ing attention to plants," Jess 
explains. 

Before photography was 
invented, botanical illus¬ 
trations were essential to 
understanding plants. But 
today, too, drawings can 
illuminate aspects of plants 
in a way photos cannot.Q 


Medieval masterpiece by Cimabue rediscovered in French house 



Art expert Stephane Pinta points to a 13th century painting by 
Italian master Cimabue in Paris, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By CLAIRE PARKER 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A master¬ 
piece attributed to 13th 
century Italian painter Ci¬ 
mabue has been discov¬ 
ered in a French woman's 
kitchen —and it's expect¬ 
ed to sell for millions of eu¬ 
ros at an upcoming auc¬ 
tion. 

Titled “Christ Mocked,” the 
small wood painting de¬ 
picts Christ surrounded by 
a crowd. Experts think it to 
be part of a larger diptych 
Cimabue painted around 
1280, said Stephane Pinta, 
an art specialist with the 
Turquin gallery in Paris. 

“It's a major discovery 
for the history of art," 
Pinta said of the newly 
discovered work measur¬ 
ing about 10 inches by 8 
inches (24 centimeters by 


20 centimeters). Other ex¬ 
perts agreed. 

Until recently, the painting 
hung on a wall between 
the kitchen and the dining 
room of a home in Com- 
piegne. The woman con¬ 
sidered it an icon of little 
importance until an auc¬ 


tioneer spotted the paint¬ 
ing while going through 
her house and suggested 
bringing it to art experts, 
Pinta said. 

Cimabue, who taught Ital¬ 
ian master Giotto, is widely 
considered the forefather 
of the Italian Renaissance. 


He broke from the Byzan¬ 
tine style popular in the 
Middle Ages and incorpo¬ 
rated elements of move¬ 
ment and perspective 
that came to characterize 
Western painting. 

After examining the French 
kitchen find, Turquin gal¬ 
lery specialists concluded 
with “certitude” it bore 
hallmarks of Cimabue's 
work, Pinta said. 

They noted clear similari¬ 
ties with the two panels of 
Cimabue’s diptych, one 
displayed at the Frick Col¬ 
lection in New York and 
the other at the National 
Gallery in London. 
Likenesses in the facial 
expressions and buildings 
the artist painted and the 
techniques used to con¬ 
vey light and distance 
specifically pointed to the 


small piece having been 
created by Cimabue's 
hand. Alexis Ashot, an in¬ 
dependent art consultant 
for British auction house 
Christie’s, said the discov¬ 
ery in France sent ripples of 
excitement in other parts 
of the art world. 

“It’s wonderful to be re¬ 
minded that there are 
paintings of such major im¬ 
portance that are still out 
there and still to be discov¬ 
ered,” he said. 

The painting will be the first 
Cimabue masterpiece to 
be auctioned when it is 
put up for sale at the Ac- 
teon auction house north 
of Paris on Oct. 27, ac¬ 
cording to Pinta. Turquin 
experts think a major art 
museum will buy it for a 
price of between 4 million 
and 6 million euros.Q 
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In this undated photo, labor leader Maria Moreno speaks with 
migrant farmworkers in rural California. 

Associated Press 
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Film explores Latina union leader who 
organized farmworkers 


By RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 

— Years before Cesar 
Chavez and Dolores Huer¬ 
ta began organizing poor 
farmworkers in California, 
a woman named Maria 
Moreno sought to sign up 
impoverished farmworkers 
for a fledgling union. The 
Mexican American mother 
of 12 coordinated rallies, 
recruited members in iso¬ 
lated areas and inspired 
others to demand a living 
wage. 

By 1961, her work was so 
admired she was sent to a 
national union convention 
to address attendees that 
also heard from President 
John F. Kennedy and the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Then, Moreno disappeared 
from the public eye. 

"Adios Amor: The Search 
for Maria Moreno" on PBS 
examines the life of the 
obscure labor leader who 
galvanized poor agricul¬ 
tural workers during the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. 
Moreno's work helped set 
up a farmworkers move¬ 
ment that later would cap¬ 
ture the nation's heart, but 
her whereabouts later in life 
had remained a mystery to 
those who encountered 


her. Laurie Coyle, the film's 
director and producer, said 
the idea for the project be¬ 
gan after she found photos 
of Moreno tucked away 
in an archive. The images 
— captured by the late 
farmworker photographer 
George Ballis — showed 
Moreno speaking in front 
of crowds, organizing work¬ 
ers in the fields of Califor¬ 
nia and racing to other 
events with her children 
and husband. "She had this 
piercing glaze and always 
seemed to be surrounded 
by children," Coyle said. "I 
couldn't help to be capti¬ 
vated." With little informa¬ 
tion to go by, Coyle began 
investigating Moreno's life 
and discovered radio jour¬ 
nalist Ernest Lowe had fol¬ 
lowed Moreno during her 
activist days. He, too, had 
been enchanted by More¬ 
no. Born in Karnes City, Tex¬ 
as, to a Mexican immigrant 
father and Mescalero 
Apache mother, Moreno 
and her family had been 
migrant farmworkers for 
years, following the crop 
in Utah, California, Arizona 
and Texas. 

Coyle also found out that 
Moreno started her union 
activism following an April 
1958 flood that forced 


many farmworkers into 
near starvation. One of her 
sons went blind temporarily 
due to starvation, reporters 
and family members said. 
"How do you think that I feel 
... seeing my son blind only 
because we don't got noth¬ 
ing to eat?" Moreno said in 
one impassionate speech. 
"(Meanwhile), some other 
tables are full and wasting 
food."She became active 
in the Agricultural Workers 
Organizing Committee, a 
fledgling union sponsored 
by the AFL-CIO, gaining 
broad support from Okla¬ 
homa migrants, Filipino 
American workers and La¬ 
tino pickers. "It was so un¬ 
usual for a woman like her 
back then to be in this posi¬ 
tion," Coyle said. Speaking 
invitations started pouring 
in after Moreno's reputation 
grew as a tireless organizer 
and a hypnotic speaker. 
'The first time I understood 
that she was somebody dif¬ 
ferent was when she went 
to (University of California,) 
Berkeley," Martha Moreno 
Dominguez, her daughter, 
said in the film. "I realized 
who my mother really was 
... I said, wow, you know. 
Here's my mother, a sec¬ 
ond grade education do¬ 
ing this.'O 


Guitar czar Joel Paterson rules on retro 
Beatles ode 


By LINDSEY TANNER 
Associated Press 

Joel Paterson, "Let it Be Gui¬ 
tar!" (Bloodshot Records) 
Close your eyes, picture 
Chet Atkins pulling up a 
bar stool on the beach at 
Waikiki and coolly pluck¬ 
ing out a surfy rendition of 
Paul McCartney's iconic 
"Michelle." 

That's just one of the sounds 
Chicago-based guitar wiz¬ 
ard Joel Paterson conjures 
up on his new instrumental 
collection of 16 classic Bea¬ 
tles' songs. "Let it Be Guitar!" 
showcases Paterson's sig¬ 
nature self-assured retro 
style, filled with flourishes 
of vintage rock, jazz, coun¬ 
try and blues. The reverb- 
heavy trills and twangs of 
Paterson's 'This Boy" per¬ 
fectly echo the longing of 


a jilted boyfriend. The jazzy 
plucking on "Honey Pie" cre¬ 
ates a jauntier feeling. Fans 
who've watched Paterson 
perform live know his mas¬ 
tery comes straight-faced. 
The emotion comes from 
his nimble fingers, picking, 
plucking and strumming 
to evoke ethos and a mid¬ 
century mood. On the mod 
and swoony "If I Fell," the 
playful undertones almost 
make you want to blurt out 
"cha, cha, cha." 

Paterson is a titan in Chi¬ 
cago's roots music scene 
and has toured in Europe 
but deserves broader at¬ 
tention. He's accompanied 
here by a trio of equally 
stellar Chicago-based 
musicians and sometimes 
bandmates: Beau Sam¬ 
ple on bass, Alex Hall on 


LET IT BE GUITAR! 



This cover image released by 
Bloodshot Records shows “Let 
it Be Guitar!" by Joel Paterson. 

Associated Press 

drums and organist Chris 
Foreman. The tracks cover 
some of the Fab Four's most 
iconic records, including 
"Abbey Road," "A Hard 
Day's Night," "Rubber Soul" 
and the "White Album," 
but oddly — given the title 
choice — not "Let it Be." Be 
assured that Paterson has a 
reason. □ 
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Sophia Loren, Valentino receive standing ovation in Milan 



Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) —Sophia Loren 
and Valentino received a 
standing ovation from a 
packed house of fashion 
and Hollywood A-listers 
during the third edition of 
the Green Carpet Awards 
honoring progress toward 
sustainability. 

Loren, stunning in a black 
gown and glistening dia¬ 
mond necklace, presented 
Valentino with an award 
for legacy achievement 
at Milan's famed La Scala 
Opera house. Loren said 
the 87-year-old designer 
was "a friend, a master, a 
legend, a man who revo¬ 
lutionized the world of fash¬ 
ion through his elegance, 
passion and style." 

The award capped an 
evening to mark progress in 
creating more ecological 
and social consciousness 
in the fashion industry — 
recognized as the second- 
most polluting after oil. 
Honorees included women 
in India trained to trans¬ 
form discarded saris into 
contemporary, hand-em¬ 
broidered attire through 
the "I was a Sari" initiative 
and divers from the group 
Healthy Seas who recover 
lost fishing nets from the 
sea floor, some of which 


are upcycled into nylon for 
fashion houses like Prada. 
Stella McCartney received 
the groundbreaker award 
for founding her brand 25 
years ago on sustainable 
principles, when it was still 
considered a fringe no¬ 
tion. Wearing a black mini¬ 
dress made entirely of sus¬ 
tainable viscose that took 
three years to develop, 
McCartney told the fashion 
attendees that she was will¬ 


ing to share her knowledge 
with them to help acceler¬ 
ate the sustainability transi¬ 
tion. 

"Finally, I don't feel like I'm 
the freak in the room any¬ 
more, of fashion," McCart¬ 
ney said. 

The Stella McCartney 
brand uses no animal by¬ 
products of any kind, in¬ 
cluding leather, fur and an¬ 
imal glues, and is commit¬ 
ted to creating textiles that 
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preserve the environment. 
McCartney said that 17% 
of the Amazon rainforest 
over the past 50 years has 
been cut down for animal 
farming, and that 150 mil¬ 
lion trees are cut each year 
to make viscose and rayon. 
Sustainability awards went 
to Max Mara for a program 
to upcycle camel fibers 
from its coats to make in¬ 
sulation called CameLux, 
and Zegna for creating a 


collection including 10% 
of looks made completely 
out of upcycled materials 
under a program promot¬ 
ed by the #usetheexist- 
ing hashtag. Dutch model 
Doutzen Kroes, wearing a 
fully recycled look by Max 
Mara, was honored for us¬ 
ing her social media plat¬ 
form to raise money to help 
protect elephants from 
being killed for their ivory 
through the Knot on My 
Planet initiative. 

Livia Firth, the founder of the 
Eco-Age consultancy that 
founded the awards with 
the Italian Fashion Cham¬ 
ber, credited the protest 
movement launched by 
Greta Thunberg with sharp¬ 
ening the commitment to 
sustainability in the past 
year. In Italy, fashion cham¬ 
ber members representing 
60% of all Italian luxury rev¬ 
enues are working together 
to establish guidelines that 
they aim to make Euro¬ 
pean standards on such 
things as the use of chemi¬ 
cals and fair wages. 

"We cannot solve this cri¬ 
sis, without treating it like a 
crisis," said Carlo Capasa, 
fashion chamber president. 
"We want to make sustain¬ 
ability measurable, trace¬ 
able and transparent.'Q 


Mazzola to succeed Davis as Lyric Opera music director 


By RONALD BLUM 
Associated Press 

There will be two Italian 
music directors in Chica¬ 
go. Enrique Mazzola will 
become the top conduc¬ 
tor at the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago following the re¬ 
tirement of Andrew Davis 
at the end of the 2020-21 
season. Mazzola joins Ric- 
cardo Muti, music director 
of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra since the 2010- 
11 season. 

"It's a big honor to be the 
colleague living next door 
to maestro Muti, one of 
the greatest Italian con¬ 
ductors," Mazzola said dur¬ 
ing a telephone interview. 
Starting his second season 
as principal guest con¬ 
ductor at Deutsche Oper 
Berlin, the 51-year-old 
Mazzola was artistic and 
music director of the Paris- 
based Orchestre National 


d'lle-de-France from 2012- 
13 through last season. 
He made his Lyric Opera 
debut leading Donizetti's 
"Lucia di Lammermoor" in 
2016-17 and returns as mu¬ 
sic director designate for 
Verdi's "Luisa Miller," which 
opens Oct. 12. 

Mazzola said he agreed 
to a five-year contract. 
He will get an apartment 
in Chicago and make it 
his primary residence but 
likely will keep his homes in 
Paris and Berlin. 

The transition was an¬ 
nounced Thursday by Lyric 
Opera general director 
Anthony Freud. "It was a 
good moment in my artis¬ 
tic life to open a new win¬ 
dow on opera," said Maz¬ 
zola, who anticipates con¬ 
ducting three or four pro¬ 
ductions per season over 
alternating engagements 
in Chicago and Europe. 


Born in Barcelona, Spain, 
on March 24, 1968, Mazzo¬ 
la made his Metropolitan 
Opera debut in Donizetti's 
"L'Elisir d'Amore" in 2015-16 
and conducted "Lucia" 
there last season. 

"I always thought that bel 
canto doesn't receive a 
correct treatment by op¬ 
era houses, conductors, 
singers," he said. "In Ger¬ 
many, for example, when 
you do a bel canto opera, 
very often there are very 
short rehearsal period, 
rehearsal time, because 
bel canto is 'easy.' But, of 
course, it's not easy." 

He led well-received per¬ 
formances of Offenbach's 
"Orphee aux enters (Or¬ 
pheus in the underworld)" 
this summer at the Salz¬ 
burg Festival. He hopes to 
shift the core of his con¬ 
ducting in the next five 
years to Verdi, conduct¬ 


ing at least one early work 
per season. He mentioned 
"Ernani," "I Due Foscari," 
"Giovanna d'Arco," "At- 
tila" and "I Masnadieri (The 
Bandits)" as operas that in¬ 
terested him. 

Mazzoli's favorite stage 
directors include Barrie 
Kosky, who staged "Or¬ 
phee," Christof Loy and 
Mariame Clement. 

Bruno Bartoletti retired 
as the Lyric Opera's mu¬ 
sic director at the end 
of the 1999-2000 season 
after 45 seasons with the 
company. Davis began 
his tenure in 2000-01 with 
Tchaikovky's 'The Queen 
of Spades," a work he is to 
conduct again this sea¬ 
son. Davis had planned to 
retire after Wagner's Ring 
Cycle next spring but said 
Freund persuaded him to 
stay for an additional sea¬ 
son. The 75-year-old also 



This undated image released 
by the Lyric Opera of Chicago 
shows Enrique Mazzola, who 
will succeed Andrew Davis 
as music director of the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago after the 
2020-21 season. 

Associated Press 
is chief conductor of the 
Melbourne Symphony Or¬ 
chestra and former prin¬ 
cipal conductor of the To¬ 
ronto Symphony Orches¬ 
tra and BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. □ 
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Monument-filled, tourist-empty Extremadura is a Spanish gem 



This October 26, 2017 photo shows the two-thousand-year-old Temple of Diana, one of the best 
preserved of the Roman monuments that fill Merida, Spain. 


By GIOVANNA DELL’ORTO 
Associated Press 
CACERES, Spain (AP) — The 

flamenco strains were so 
haunting I asked the quin¬ 
tet of 20-somethings play¬ 
ing guitars on the doorstep 
of a massive, whitewashed 
centuries-old church if I 
could listen fora spell. 
“Sure. Want a sip?” one 
replied, offering the litrona 
— a quarter-gallon bottle 
of beer — they were shar¬ 
ing. Then they went back 
to jamming, their notes 
echoing up the steep, nar¬ 
row lane in one of the most 
monument-filled, tourist- 
empty cities in the Iberian 
peninsula. 

Caceres is a highlight of 
Extremadura, a Span¬ 
ish region of vast sun- 
parched landscapes and 
untouched historical jewels 
exactly halfway between 
the ever-more-crowded 
capitals of Madrid and Lis¬ 
bon, Portugal. 

I spent a weekend there 
last October exploring Ro¬ 
man ruins, climbing up me¬ 
dieval towers and scarfing 
down plates of the famed 
local ham without seeing 
one tour group. 

I traveled mostly on com¬ 
fortable public buses that 
rolled through olive and 
oak tree-studded hills, past 
fortified towns and palm- 
fringed farms, stopping to 
pick up schoolchildren re¬ 
turning home and elderly 
couples going to market. 
Every stop appealed — es¬ 
pecially Trujillo with its cas¬ 
tle — but I focused on three 
must-sees: Merida, Cace¬ 
res and Guadalupe. 
IMPERIAL POWER 
This small city played a 
role in two of the world’s 
great empires, Rome’s and 
Spain’s. As their provincial 
capital, Romans filled Me¬ 


rida with public and private 
showpieces. Centuries lat¬ 
er, many of the conquis- 
tadores that led Spain's 
dominion in the Americas 
came from this region (and 
returned to fill it with pal¬ 
aces). Just across the two- 
millennia-old, half-mile river 
bridge, stand a couple of 
monuments dedicated to 
Merida by Rome and by its 
namesake city in Yucatan, 
Mexico. Next to the monu¬ 
ments, in a fortress built 
by a ninth-century emir, I 
descended the steps of a 
water cistern decorated 
with Roman and Visigoth 
marble panels and carv¬ 
ings of leaves and grapes. 
Just past the bright-red 
bullfighting arena, in the 
Roman Casa del Mitreo, I 
marveled at the bright tur¬ 
quoise sea depicted in a 
2,000-year-old floor mosaic 
representing the cosmos, 
including a sun figure with 


a crown of rays exactly like 
the Statue of Liberty. 

There is a Circus Maximus 
so gigantic you can imag¬ 
ine thousands of specta¬ 
tors roaring as chariots 
sped down the straight. But 
what took my breath away 
was the Roman Theater, its 
stage wall decorated with 
exquisitely detailed floral 
elements and veined mar¬ 
ble columns that glowed 
blue in the afternoon sun. 

In the pedestrianized streets 
of the workaday down¬ 
town, I found the Augustus- 
era Temple of Diana, its 
huge colonnade framing 
a porticoed Renaissance 
palace — two empires liter¬ 
ally fused. 

GOLD TREASURE 
Caceres’ strawberry-gold 
walled monumental core 
hugs a hilltop, with hardly 
a single modern element 
among slender medieval 
towers and Renaissance 
palaces covered in coats 
of arms. It looks perfect 
enough for a movie set, but 
still feels real — I watched 
a nun in a white habit and 
a briefcase hurry under a 
stone arch, not a selfie stick 
in sight. In Plaza de San Ma¬ 
teo, where a crested tower 
and a bell tower jostle for 
height, I chatted about U.S. 
presidential politics through 
a convent turnstile with the 
Kenyan sister selling me al¬ 
mond cookies. 
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Places to visit include the 
Santa Maria cathedral, full 
of conquistador tombs, 
around the corner from the 
Toledo-Moctezuma pal¬ 
ace built by a mixed local- 
Aztec family, and the Casa 
de las Veletas museum, 
with an arch-lined Arabic 
aljibe (cistern). 

But I found it hard to stop 
making laps up and down 
the entire town, follow¬ 
ing the sun as it marched 
across stern yet sumptu¬ 
ous facades, revealing 
sculpted stone details like 
grimacing gargoyles, lions 


holding an escutcheon, 
and a puffy-cheeked sun 
itself. Fortified by wild boar 
tapas and shots of local 
bellota liquor— made from 
the same acorns eaten by 
pigs that end up as Iberia's 
best hams — I kept wander¬ 
ing into the night. My steps 
and those flamenco melo¬ 
dies were the only sounds in 
floodlit cobblestone alleys. 
SPIRITUAL ESCAPE 
The enormous swirling rose 
window of the Royal Mon¬ 
astery of Guadalupe tow¬ 
ers over this tiny, remote 
mountain village where 
pilgrims have come for 
seven centuries to honor 
the Virgin Mary. Columbus 
was among them and the 
conquistadores brought 
the devotion to Latin Amer¬ 
ica, where the Virgen de 
Guadalupe remains widely 
revered. The fortress-like 
complex is filled with whim¬ 
sical decorations, such as 
the cloister shrine and tur¬ 
rets covered in green and 
white tiles, and treasures, 
including jewel-encrusted 
reliquaries and paintings by 
Zurbaran. 

I had my last dinner in Ex¬ 
tremadura — wild mush¬ 
rooms, venison stew and 
homemade custard — in 
the little square facing the 
main monastery entrance, 
where a few locals chatted 
and water trickled from a 
medieval fountain. 

The bells tolled. Then, un¬ 
broken silence. □ 



This Oct. 27,2017 photo shows the Royal Monastery of Guadalupe 
towering over the tiny mountain hamlet of Guadalupe in Spain’s 
remote Extremadura region. 



This Oct. 27 , 2017 photo shows the escutcheon on the Casa del 
Sol, a 16th-century palace in Caceres, a monument-filled hilltop 
town in Spain’s Extremadura. 
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